IDRA Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program

Congratulations to our 2014 Essay Contest Winners!

High School First Place
MicHAELA VALDEZ

9™ GRADE * SouTH SaN ANTONIO HiGH ScHooL *
San ANTONIO, TEXAS

“Because of my tutees looking up to me, | wanted to change for them. | went from the girl
with depression who was alone and wore all black every day, to someone who is happy,
social with friends and wears more color. | used to hide the real me from the world because
| feared being judged. But spending so much time with my tutees, they taught me that it's
okay to be myself. So now, because of them, the real me is here. I'm not trying to be
someone else anymore... | have gained my self-confidence back. | used to never have faith
in myself, until now. Now that | have hope and faith, my grades have gone up dramatically.”
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High School Second Place
' NicHoLAs ALDERETE

9™ GRADE * SouTH San AnTonio HicH ScHooL

& San AnToNIO

“The Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program has helped me see people different. In this program,
| have seen that they actually care for me... These third graders have made me feel special.
They welcome me every day | go tutor with a jump of cheer and scream my name “Nicholas!”
It's amazing how they do that and make me feel important... | have tutored them in math,
reading and spelling. They have leamed a lot and come to school every day. Attendance was
a problem with them, but now they show up every day. | am so proud of them. My attendance
used to be off. | never wanted to come to school, but those kids made me come to school
every day. They are also the reason my grades are up, so that they can look up to me and
say “He is really smart”... My life has completely changed since | have started the program,
and nothing will make me go back to the way | was.”
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High School Third Place
MEeLINA MARTINEZ

9™ GRrADE * DR. Javier Saenz MippLe ScHool »
La Jova, Texas

“The Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program really is life changing. It has given me a
different perspective on what | want fo do with my life... Before | was introduced to the
program, | was a girl who would walk the halls of my school and feel so small and
invisible. | was sfruggling with my classes... | feel not only did the Coca-Cola Valued
Youth Program change my life, it has changed my tutees’ lives too... My tutees are very
bright young students, and | am happy to have the privilege to work with them. Knowing
that | am helping better someone's future brings a warm feeling to my heart.”

High School Honorable Mentions
BROOKE JOHNSTON — 12™ GRADE
Opessa HicH ScHool * Opessa, TExAs
Lruvia MancHA — 9™ GraDE
SoutH San Antonio HicH ScHooL * SaN ANTONIO

www.idra.org

Scan this code to see the
full essays and leam more
about the IDRA's
Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program!
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Middle School First Place
CHRrisTIAN ORTIZ

7™ Grape * Domingo Trevifio MipbLE ScHoo

La Jova, TExas

“That first day was when my whole world changed immensely. | never thought that three little 9 year
olds could inspire and motivate me in so many ways. That day, | went home and apologized to my
mother, told her from now on would do my homework and chores without having to be told twice, and
| also told her about my first day with the tutees. | told her | would give her $50 from my first paycheck
for the bills. She told me she was so proud of me... To this day, | thank my tutees for being my
inspiration, and | no longer do it for the money. | do it for the tutees and me.”

Middle School Second Place
GiSEL SALINAS

7™ GRADE * DR. Javier Saenz MiooLe
ScHooL ¢ La Jova, Texas

“The first day of attending our elementary for tutoring, | was very scared yet excited to start.... As
the months have gone by, the things these kids have leamed have shocked me. | never thought |
could make that much of a difference in the life of another student. When | am at home, | try and
make little awards for my tutees so they know that | appreciate everything they are learning from
me...The reward | have had from the experience in the Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program has
resulted in my confidence going up. | now feel more secure knowing that | am capable of one day
being a teacher in life.”

Middle School Third Place

JOHAN SERVONES

7™ GRADE * CaPTAIN ManUeL Rivera, JR. PS/IMS279 «

New York City

‘In this tutoring program, | want my tutees to be inspired and start to think about what they want to
be in the future, just like my teacher has inspired me... When | was given the opportunity to teach
tutees from kindergarten, | realized that | was taking some important steps toward reaching my
dream of becoming a teacher because | was practicing...| love being in this program and spending
time with my three tutees. Being in the Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program has helped me think more
about my own dream and has helped me realize that | know it will come true.”
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Middle School Honorable Mentions

Jesus CARRASCO — 7™ GRaDE * MemoriAL MinoLe ScHool * La Jova, Texas
SHAILA GALLEGOS — 7™ GRADE * J.D. Saunas MiooLe ScHool ¢ La Jova, Texas
MeLissa Garela — 7™ Graoe * Domingo TRevio MipoLe ScHool * La Jova, Texas
JAcKIE GARZA — 7™ GRrape * Lorenzo D Zavaia MioLe Scrool « La Jova, TExas
Brianna NicoLe GUSTAMANTE — 8™ Grape * DwicHT MiobLe ScHooL * San ANToNIO
Paris lsaac — 8™ Grape * Roert C. Zavora MiDoLE ScHool * San ANToNIO

ApiamoNd McGReACHY — 8™ Grape * CapTain ManueL Rivera Jr. ScHooL PSIMS 279 « New YoRrk

AvsHa MELENDEZ — 7™ GRADE * DR. Javier Saenz MiooLE ScHool * La Jova, Texas
ImeLDA MoNTELONGO — 7™ GRADE * CesAR CHavez MippLe ScHooL * La Jova, Texas
Kenia PErez — 7™ Graok * Ann RicHarRDs MipoLe ScHool * La Jova, Texas

PauLa SaLcapo — 8™ Grape * New Open WoRLD Acapemy * Los ANGELES

Jatova THIGPEN — 8™ GRrapE * MaNIERRE ELEMENTARY ScHooL * CHIcAGO



