Why Fair Funding of Schools Matters Every
Child and What You Can Do About It

{Por qué las Escuelas Deben Tener un
Financiamiento Justo y Equitativo y qué
Usted Puede Hacer al Respecto?

David Hinojosa

IDRA National Director of Policy
david.hinojosa@idra.org
210-444-1710

www.idra.org

#Equity4All @IDRAedu  @DavidGHinojosa



mailto:david.hinojosa@idra.org
http://www.idra.org/

Changing Faces of Texas Public Schools: Enroliment

Cambiando La Cara de las Escuelas Publicas de Texas: Matricula

2016-17
Total: 5,359,127

2004-05
Total 4,383,871

M Latinas/os 1 African Am ™ White
W Latinas/os ™ African Am ™ White

1 Am Ind i Asian/Pac Is

1 Am Ind 1 Asian ™ Pac Isl

1 Two or More




Major Public Education Policy Issues, K-12
Temas Principales de la Politica Educativa
Publica, K-12

Inequitable/Inadequate Funding
Charter Schools

Punitive Accountability System
Segregated Schools

English Learners

Vouchers

High-Stakes Testing

Quality Pre-K

College Readiness

Quality Teaching, Leadership
Implicit Bias

Curriculum

Educacion Publica

Inequidad / Fondos Inadecuados
Escuelas Charter

Sistema de Responsabilidad Punitiva
Escuelas Segregadas

Inglés como segunda lengua

Vales

Pruebas de alto garrote

Calidad de Ensefianza Pre-K
Preparacion Universitaria

Calidad de Ensefianza y Liderazgo
Parcialidad Implicita

Curriculo




Where Does Money Come from to Fund Schools?
i{De Dénde Viene el Dinero para Financiar Las Escuelas?
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Fair Funding:Why is it So “Hard” In Texas?
Financiamiento Justo: ;Por qué es dificil en Texas?

(PropertyWeaIth Per Pupil / Propiedad de Riqueza por Estudiante)

Wealthiest
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Golden
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More Money, Lower Taxes for Children in the
Wealthiest Districts (2016-17)
Mas Dinero, Impuestos Mas Bajos para los Ninos en los
Distritos Mas Ricos

(Top 5% v. Bottom 5% of Districts by Property Wealth/WADA, est.)
$1.01
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Why is Funding Important?
{Por Qué El Financiamiento Es Importante?

Class size

Condition of facilities
Access to full-day pre-k
Tutoring

Science labs

Computers

Parent Training/Activities
Extracurricular Activities
School Trips

High Quality Teachers (pay
and stipends)

Bilingual Materials
Professional Development

El tamafio de la clase

Condicion de las facilidades

Acceso a Pre-k el dia completo
Tutorias

Laboratorios de ciencia
Computadoras

Entrenamiento de padres / actividades
Actividades extracurriculares

Viajes escolares

Calidad de maestros (paga y estipendios)
Materiales bilingiies

Desarrollo profesional



Texas School Finance Case Reversal-
Injustice for Parents and Schoolchildren
El Caso de Finanzas Escolar de Texas Inversion-
Injusticia Para PadresY Escolares

State DiStrict Court Judge John K- Dietz saildour

school funding is: “Inequitable, Inadequate, and
Unsuitable” and loss of local control over taxes.

“Rather than attempt to solve the problem, the
State has buried its head in the sand.”

Equity: “These disparities can be seen in
various regions throughout Texas and have
much more to do with what is above and
below the ground than with educational need.
Adequacy: Instead of increasing resources
for programs targetlng at-risk students, the 315-month trial
State eliminated funding for such programs.

364 single-spaced pages
of findings

Texas Supreme Court: REVERSED!




IDRA

Unfair Funding: A Brief Tale
Financimiento Injusto: Un Cuento Breve

e http://www.idra.org/resource-center/unfair-funding-brief-

tale-video/
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IDRA State School Finance Roadmap To Equity
Hoja de Ruta de las Finanzas Escolares para la Equidad

Foundational

Standards & . Meaningful
Goals; Principles ESATACe Equitable Access &
. Costs based on Distributi !
of Equity and Research istribution Opportunity for
Meaningful All Students

Opportunities

Monitor Periodic
' f ldentifying Fair, . Identifying Distribution, f Review and
Stable Revenue Essential Opportunities Revision by
Bi

Sources uilding Blocks and Inclusive

Expenditures " Stakeholders




Essential Building Blocks For State School Finance Systems
Bloques de Construccion Esenciales para los Sistemas Estatales
de Finanzas Escolares
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What Can You Do?
{Qué Puedes Hacer?

Parents Taking Action Padres Tomando Accion

» Get educated and share your .
knowledge .
* Write a letter to your state
representative and senator
about your concerns .
« Organize a meeting with your
state and local officials to

discuss your concerns .
» Start a petition demanding fair
funding for all kids .

» Organize a group of parents and
community members (Facebook) -

» Help your children organize a

student group

Edlquese y comparta sus conocimientos
Escriba una carta a su representante
estatal y senador acerca de sus
preocupaciones

Organice una reuniéon con los
funcionarios estatales y locales para
discutir sus preocupaciones

Inicie una peticidén para exigir un
financiamiento justo para todos los nifos
Organice un grupo de padres y
miembros de la comunidad (Facebook)
Ayude a sus niflos a organizar un grupo
de estudiantes
Prepare documentos
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Where Are the Parents’ and Students’ Voices?
iDonde Estan las Voces de los Padres y de los Nifhos?

The Routine Players

School Districts: wealthy
and poor

Teacher Groups
Businesses

Anti-Public Education
Groups

Civil Rights Groups
Suburban Parents
Public Policy Groups

Los jugadores de rutina

Distrito Escolar: ricos y
pobres

Grupos de maestros
Empresas

Grupos de anti-educacion
publica

Grupos de derechos civiles
Padres suburbanos

Grupos de Politicas Publicas




Resources: Fair Funding Now!
Recursos: (Financiamiento Equitativo Ahora!

http://www.idra.org/education_policy/fair-funding-now/

Penny Power Map
Mapa de Poder del Centavo

http://www.idra.org/education_policy/penny-power/
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Members of Texas Latino Education Coalition
Miembros Latinos de la Coalicion Educativa de Texas

http://www.idra.org/education_policy/texas-latino-education-coalition/

 Cesar E. Chavez Legacy and Educational Foundation

e Dr. Hector P. Garcia G.I. Forum

 Intercultural Development Research Association (IDRA)

* La Fe Policy Research and Education Center

« Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF)

« Mexican American School Board Members Association (MASBA)

* McNeil Foundation

* NAACS- Tejas Foco

* National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
 iPRESENTE!

¢ San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

« Texas Association for Bilingual Education (TABE)

« Texas Association for Chicanos in Higher Education (TACHE)

« Texas Association of Mexican American Chambers of Commerce (TAMACC)
« Texas Center for Education Policy

« Texas Hispanics Organized for Political Education (HOPE)




Intercultural Development Research Association
Dr. Maria “Cuca” Robledo Montecel, President & CEO

5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101

San Antonio, Texas 78228

210-444-1710 * contact@idra.org

www.id ra.org

Ensuring that educational opportunity and success
for all students are guaranteed
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