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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

88.9% of emergent bilingual students are

Spanish-speakers

There are over 70 different home languages

spoken by Texas emergent bilingual students.

The percentage of emergent bilingual

students has grown by 31.8% over the last 10

years.

Texas Quick Facts:

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

Emergent Bilingual
Students in Texas

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org



Non-ELs
64.7%

ELs
35.3%

Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

35.3% of students are emergent bilingual

students

That is 159,352 total emergent bilingual

students in House District 131.

This is about 15% higher than the state

average of 20% emergent bilingual students.

In Rep. Alma Allen's district:

35.3%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 131

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

13.9% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 25,119 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 121.

In Rep. Steve Allison's district:
13.9%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 121

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
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Non-ELs
88.7%

ELs
11.3%

Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

11.3% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 8,167 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 4.

In Rep. Keith Bell's district:
11.3%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 4

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

21.1% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 74,367 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 123.

In Rep. Diego Bernal's district:21.1%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 123

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

8.6% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 6,501 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 54.

In Rep. Brad Buckley district:
8.6%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 54

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

30.8% of students are emergent bilingual

students

That is 121,960 total emergent bilingual

students in House District 142.

This is about 10% higher than the state

average of 20% emergent bilingual students.

In Rep. Harold Dutton's district:

30.8%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 142

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

32.2% of students are emergent bilingual

students

That is 51,259 total emergent bilingual

students in House District 75.

This is about 12% higher than the state

average of 20% emergent bilingual students.

In Rep. Mary González's district:

32.2%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 75

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

37.5% of students are emergent bilingual

students

That is 80,923 total emergent bilingual

students in House District 41.

This is about 18% higher than the state

average of 20% emergent bilingual students.

In Rep. Bobby Guerra's district:

37.5%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 41

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

26.8% of students are emergent bilingual

students

That is 45,090 total emergent bilingual

students in House District 127.

This is about 7% higher than the state

average of 20% emergent bilingual students.

In Rep. Dan Huberty's district:

26.8%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 127

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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87.9%
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

12.1% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 6,347 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 88.

In Rep. Ken King's district:
12.1%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 88

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

12.7% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 8,704 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 43.

In Rep. J. M. Lozano's district:
12.7%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 43

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

40.4% of students are emergent bilingual

students

That is 113,082 total emergent bilingual

students in House District 105.

This is about 20% higher than the state

average of 20% emergent bilingual students.

In Rep. Terry Meza's district:

40.4%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 105

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org



Non-ELs
87.4%

ELs
12.6%

Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

12.6% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 19,143 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 52.

In Rep. James Talarico's district:
12.6%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 52

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101 • San Antonio, Texas 78228 • ph 210-444-1710 • fax 210-444-1719 • www.idra.org • contact@idra.org
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Texas Bilingual 
Education Bills in 2021

1M+
Over 1 million emergent

bilingual students are

currently enrolled in

Texas public schools.

#1
Texas educates the

highest percentage of

emergent bilinguals in

the United States,

28%
28% of all Texas students

between pre-K and third

grade are emergent

bilingual students.

7% of students are emergent

bilingual students

That is 2,752 total emergent

bilingual students in House

District 1.

In Rep. Gary VanDeaver's district:

7%

 Bilingual Education Bills that Advance Dual Language Programs
HB 2258 (Guerra) / SB 560 (Lucio) 
Creates a state strategic plan for bilingual education that promotes high quality dual language

immersion programs

HB 2256 (Guerra) / SB 1101 (Creighton) 
Creates a bilingual special education certificate to meet the needs of all students.

HB 1744 (Guerra)
Reduces programmatic barriers for educators and pre-service teachers to access bilingual

education certification programs and support robust dual language immersion program

implementation across the state.

HB 4421 (Meza) / SB 2125 (Blanco)  
Sets goals for student achievement in both languages for students enrolled in dual language

immersion programs.

House District 1

To learn more about the Early Childhood English Learner Initiative, visit: bilingualtexas.org 

Intercultural Development Research Association 
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