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The data story
Graduation Trends

Discipline Trends
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Data
Aggregate District (local education agency) Data

2017-18 Civil Rights Data Collection

2017-18 Texas Education Agency Completion data

Public Schools Only

Charter Schools and Charter Districts Excluded

Only school districts with complete data

342 school districts out of 1,204

 



Method
Ordinary Least Squares Regression to predict the
rate of high school completion. 

Key predictor variable % Out-of-School Suspensions
Outcome variable % high school non-completion

log transformation of key variables

Control variables 
     % Black Students
     % White Students
     % Hispanic Students
     % Other Students
     % Economically Disadvantaged



Descriptives

The median school district percentage of out-of-
school suspensions was 2.1%

The median school district percentage of high school non-
completion was 1.7%





A significant, positive relationship exists
between district rates of out-of-school
suspensions and district rates of high
school non-completion. 
A 1% increase in district rate of out-of-
school suspension is associated with a
1.4% increase in high school non-
completion, controlling for
race/ethnicity and economically
disadvantaged. 
Additionally, a 1% increase in the
percent of Latino student and Other
student enrollments were associated
with 1.4% and 1.1% increases in high
school noncompletion, respectively.

Results



The sample size does not reflect the
entire state (28% of all LEA's in Texas).  
Analysis lacks essential control variables
due to missingness. 

Limitations



Other Data
Sources by IDRA



Making it Make
Sense for You in
Your Community

All students deserve safe and
welcoming schools that do

not use harmful discipline and
school police to punish young

people. 



Do your own research
Raise the age at both
ends
Invest in Restorative &
Supportive Practices
Organize, Strategize,
Mobilize in your school,
district, and state
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