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While AP courses are a strong indicator of college readiness, the most reported and
greatest indicator is completion of algebra in middle school and calculus in high school.
An analysis released by IDRA found that calculus is not equally and fairly accessible in
Texas public schools.

Students do not have equal access to college prep math courses

Wealthier school districts have higher rates School districts with higher proportions of
of students taking calculus. students in families with low incomes have

lower rates of students taking calculus.
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schools offer

Algebra II* calculus

Algebra Il was a required course in Texas until HB5 was passed in 2013.
Students who don't take it cannot be considered for the Texas Top Ten Percent Plan.

Student enroliment in math courses varies by race-ethnicity.
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The college prep math course sequence begins in middle school.
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Algebral Pre-calculus j Calculus

If students don't take
blgebra 1 in eighth
grade, they are nat on
track to take calculus
or other higher math
in 12th grade, unless
they double up math
clazses the next year.

Geomelry helps
students build the
thinking skills of
logic, deductive
reasoning, anakytical
reasoning & problem-
salving.

Tenas does not
require Algebra Il for
graduation, bt if
students do not take
it, they don't qualify
for the Top Ten
Parcent Plan and may
not yualify for the
Texas Grant program.

Students take the
PSAT, which includes
Algebra Il questions.
They can take the test
in earlier years, but
only the junior year
PSAT tounts toward
Malional Merit
gualification.

Calleges typically
look for sludents to
lake ane or twe math
coursas aboye
Algebra Il, such as AB
Calculus, BC Calculus
and slatistics
depending on their
field of interest.




Texas' endorsement system can track students away from college.

Texas students who take coursework under the STEM  Texas ranks 40th among U.5. states with
endorsement are more likely to be on a college track.  just 58% of Texas high school graduates
In some districts, the Multidisciplinary Studies endorsement ~ 90ing directly to college in 2018.
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250 to 1

on average, Texas counselors have The recommended ratio is 250
412 students to work with, students per counselor.
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Schools and the state can take steps to improve college access.

dents should have access to college-prep ‘ Schaols should practice authentic way
cluding H|I;|=|:II'3 I anl:l higher math ) family engagement so that stude d their _;""“'\]
: i arents can make informed decisions abaut |
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Ome dl'llj be decoupled T' m
which should have its own

te should abolish the endorsement
y for graduatian requireme d return
ta the dud* that colle fer, In the interim,
ents should have access the state should m y and career
vise them into : stude ; uitable
their college
and career gaals.

The Intereulioral Beweloprrent Jescarch Asscciz on is an depencens non-profic erganizadon, Qur mission s wachicee cgual e T o) s—
educational coportunity for every chid drcugh strong public schools trat prepare all stvdents to access and succeed in collsge.
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