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IDRA's Knowledge is Power is a national resource for educators and advocates to help you do
your work for equity and excellence in education in the midst of classroom censorship policies.

In this edition…
Southern School Censorship News Round-up
Revolutionizing School Equity through Disaggregated Data
A Note About How to Respond to Anti-equality and Anti-inclusion Policies
Advocacy Tools

See previous editions of Knowledge is Power and related resources online.

Easy Form: How is classroom censorship affecting you?

Southern School Censorship News Round-up
By Morgan Craven, J.D.

In Virginia, the state Department of Education announced plans to eliminate a number of
educational equity resources and rescind initiatives that had been developed to address
inequities in schools. The announcement and accompanying report followed an executive
order issued by the governor. The order required the Department to review all resources,
websites, guidance and other materials to identify and remove so-called “divisive concepts.”

This list of concepts is being used to chill speech and justify the elimination of important diversity
and equity initiatives in Virginia and other states. It has become the common cornerstone of the
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harmful classroom censorship bills being proposed and passed across the country, including
House Bill 312 in Alabama, the most recent censorship policy proposed in the state. HB 312
would impact how race, gender and discrimination are discussed in K-12 schools and colleges
and universities. 

In Georgia, IDRA and other coalition partners continued to fight against similar classroom
censorship bills. In a hearing this week, legislators heard testimony on Senate Bill 377, a policy
that would suppress speech in classrooms and withhold funding from schools accused of
violating the vague provisions of the bill. Students in Atlanta boldly protested this and similar
classroom censorship policies.

In Texas, students continue to experience the harms of these policies and other attacks on their
access to educational resources and books that reflect the diversity of our communities. This
week, IDRA partnered with other civil rights and educational equity organizations to demand
that the Granbury school district immediately return the more than 125 books it had removed
from its school library shelves. Most of the books focus on histories of racism and discrimination
and the experiences of the LGBTQ+ community and people of color.

IDRA will continue to monitor and work against these and other similar efforts and promote
policies that ensure all students are able to attend excellent and equitable schools that reflect
and sustain their identities. Please continue to access IDRA’s Knowledge is Power resources
and encourage your friends to sign up for updates from our advocacy communities!

Revolutionizing School Equity through
Disaggregated Data

by Christina Quintanilla-Muñoz, M.Ed.

Part of the misleading conversations about “divisive” concepts imply that collection of student
data is a bad thing. Some discourage any reporting on inequities revealed by data. But data –
disaggregated data – is essential to ensuring equal and equitable educational opportunity for all
students.

The U.N. Statistics Division (UNSD) recognizes data disaggregation as one of nine key
principles of the “data revolution,” which outlines key actions for the sustainable improvement of
the “quality and availability of statistics.” Disaggregation of data ensures it is reliable, accessible,
inclusive and transparent – all of which are necessary for ensuring safe and equitable schools.

Disaggregation of data refers to the decomposition of gathered data into smaller, more
meaningful subpopulations. For example, a state education agency, such as in Texas, may
report data disaggregated by demographic dimensions, including geographic identifiers, such as
school district and campus by legislative districts, and various student characteristics, such as
grade level, sex, race/ethnicity, economically disadvantaged status, emergent bilingual status,
program participation and other socioeconomic indicators.

Data reported by intersectional disaggregation can help inform equitable school policies and
practices that cultivate student success. It can provide a more finely detailed illustration of
students’ experience in school.

Conversely, aggregate-level data grouped by broad categories can obscure underlying
disparities that exist between student subpopulations within the larger population. Separating
and reporting data by multidimensional categories can reveal the nuanced experiences of
students and provide a holistic scope for schools to provide tailored interventions.

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2022RS/PrintFiles/HB312-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2022RS/PrintFiles/HB312-int.pdf
https://www.idra.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Georgia-Classroom-Censorship-Analysis-IDRA-Feb-1-2022.pdf
https://www.ajc.com/education/metro-atlanta-students-protest-lawmakers-race-bills-at-georgia-capitol/CFVHIWEZNJDAZKG5N2JY3NG5X4/
https://www.aclutx.org/sites/default/files/civil_rights_orgs_letter_re_granbury_book_removals.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/51st-session/documents/BG-Item3a_Review-of-Implementation-of-Data-Revolution-E.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/student-data
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Access to disaggregated data can enhance schools’ understanding of their students’ experience
through observing important overarching trends in behavior and achievement. It can help focus
their improvement efforts toward advancing sustainable and equitable solutions that address
unique student needs.

Federal and state education agencies must continue expanding data collection and publication
showing intersectional categories to ensure all students benefit from equitable access to
educational opportunities in schools. Data disaggregation represents a critical transformative
strategy toward achieving equity in schools by helping to unmask discriminatory school policies
and practices that disproportionately impact students of historically disenfranchised identities.

IDRA recently submitted a comment letter with recommendations for the Civil Rights Data
Collection, including general reporting procedures and demographic data elements, emergent
bilingual (English learner) student data, and school discipline and policing.

A Note About How to Respond to Anti-equality
and Anti-inclusion Policies

As censorship laws are touching all corners of the country, including in K-12 and higher
education, Dr. Cristóbal Rodríguez, Associate dean for equity, inclusion and community
engagement at Arizona State University and former IDRA José A. Cárdenas School Finance
Fellow, offers a note with recommendations for how to respond to censorship laws and
continue teaching and promoting the truth in education.

Advocacy Tools

Guide to Texas Classroom
Censorship Bill 

IDRA’s detailed guide of the Texas law (Senate Bill
3) contains analysis and our interpretation for how
components of the law affect teachers and school
personnel and what this means for continuing to
teach the truth in schools. Educators should still
consult with their district administration for local
policies and procedures related to instruction,
curriculum and school activities.

See Texas SB 3 School Guide

Lessons Learned from our
Classroom Censorship Advocacy

http://www.educationnewyork.com/files/The%20importance%20of%20disaggregating_0.pdf
https://viablefuturescenter.org/racemattersinstitute/resources/disaggregated-data/
https://www.idra.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/CRDC-Comment-Letter-IDRA-021022.pdf
https://my.education.asu.edu/faculty-newsletter/2022/08/how-do-i-respond-anti-equalityinclusion-policies-being-pushed-anti-crt
https://idra.news/WhatTxSB3means
https://idra.news/WhatTxSB3means
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We actively opposed classroom censorship
policies, including leading a large coalition in Texas,
participating in national strategy meetings, and
working with partners to oppose bills filed in
Georgia. As our fellow advocacy organizations
continue to fight against classroom censorship in
their states and communities, our hope is that the
lessons we learned and tools we used in our
advocacy can help support others' inclusive,
community-centered work.

See Advocacy Guide (PDF)

Building Supportive Schools
from the Ground Up

IDRA's report highlights how school districts can
use federal funds to invest in strategies that ensure
culturally-sustaining schools for all students. The
strategies were identified during IDRA’s community
sessions with young people, families, advocates
and other education experts.

See Report PDF

IDRA is an independent, non-profit organization
whose mission is to achieve equal educational
opportunity through strong public schools that prepare
all students to access and succeed in college.  
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