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A Vision for Education in 2025 and Beyond (Excerpt)

IDRA believes in the inherent value of all chil-
dren, the power and promise of public educa-
tion as a critical public good, and the right of 
every child living in this country to attend an 
excellent public school. We are committed to 
achieving equal educational opportunity for 
every child through strong public schools that 
prepare all students to succeed in college and 
life. 

Much of education policy and practice is 
shaped in states and local communities. But 
the federal government plays a critical role in 
ensuring all children have access to an excellent 
public education. 

Though a shift in presidential administrations 
and congressional leadership can result in 
changes to the policies and procedures of the 
federal government, it does not change the core 
rights and protections guaranteed to every stu-
dent in the United States.

The U.S. Department of Education is not a ser-
vice agency that simply administers programs 
and hands out funding. Its functions are not 
easily diminished, dissolved or shifted to other 
departments or states. 

Among the most important responsibilities of 
the department are to: 

•	 implement policies and support innovative 
programs that improve teaching and learn-
ing; 

•	 distribute targeted funding, particularly for 
programs designed to level the playing field (cont. on Page 2)

for all children and ensure fair access to edu-
cation; 

•	 collect data that give an accurate picture of 
student needs; and 

•	 protect the rights of all children by inves-
tigating potential violations and enforcing 
federal laws.

As we enter into a new presidential administra-
tion and Congress in 2025, IDRA will continue 
to pursue a vision for public education that 
values the academic and social well-being of 
all students, particularly those who are dispro-
portionately impacted by harmful education 
policies, including Black and Latino children, 
emergent bilingual students, immigrant stu-
dents, and poor students. 

This vision encourages strong partnerships 
between schools, families and communities. It 
provides relevant and rigorous academic and 
extracurricular opportunities. And it invests 
fully in public schools.

To achieve this vision, we will work to advance 
research-based, community-centered policies 
and protect students’ rights at the federal level, 
including in the following areas.

Ensure Public Schools Have the 
Resources they Need to Serve Every 
Student
All U.S. public schools should receive enough 
funding to provide every student an excellent 
education. But many schools are chronically 

By Morgan Craven, J.D.

Though a shift in presidential 
administrations and 
congressional leadership can 
result in changes to the policies 
and procedures of the federal 
government, it does not change 
the core rights and protections 
guaranteed to every student in 
the United States.

Educational Opportunities in a Changing Federal Landscape

Get our full brief
https://idra.news/Vision2025
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(A Vision for Education in 2025 and Beyond – Excerpt, continued from Page 1)

The Intercultural Development Research Association 
(IDRA) is a non-profit organization with a 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt status. Our mission is to achieve equal educa-
tional opportunity for every child through strong 
public schools that prepare all students to access and 
succeed in college.

The IDRA Newsletter (ISSN 1069-5672, ©2024) 
serves as a vehicle for communication with educators, 
school board members, decision-makers, parents, 
and the general public concerning the educational 
needs of all children across the United States.
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should be submitted in writing to the IDRA News-
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Portions of the contents of this newsletter were devel-
oped under a grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education. However, those contents do not neces-
sarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of 
Education, and endorsement by the federal government 
should not be assumed.

under-resourced, leaving students without ac-
cess to high-quality curricula and instructional 
materials, technology and equipment, extra-
curricular activities, qualified teachers, and 
safe physical spaces that enable them to learn 
and thrive.

Although public schools receive the majority 
of their funding from state and local sources, 
federal funding provides critical support to 
schools. This is particularly true for those in 
poorer communities – rural, suburban and 
urban – and in states that do not allocate suf-
ficient resources to meet the costs of educating 
all students. 

For more than 50 years, IDRA has engaged in 
ground-breaking research, training and policy 
advocacy to ensure that schools have the fund-
ing they need to serve all children. IDRA urges 
the new administration and Congress to con-
tinue the important work of providing targeted 
funding to support student learning and well-
being, including the following.

•	 Increase federal financial support for pub-
lic schools, specifically targeted at evidence-
based strategies, STEM initiatives, teacher 
workforce initiatives, and college-oriented 
coursework and instructional practices; 

•	 Focus public dollars on the public schools 
that educate the vast majority of our chil-
dren, not on programs that funnel public 
money toward or provide tax incentives to 
a few families to send their children to pri-
vate schools. Voucher schemes, including 
education savings accounts and tax credit 
initiatives that benefit “scholarship granting 
organizations,” are only accessible to a small 
number of families, and are an inefficient 
and ineffective way to ensure we meet our 

shared goal of excellent public schools for all 
children; and

•	 Strengthen and fully fund federally-oper-
ated programs that provide resources and 
support to U.S. public schools to level the 
playing field for all children and ensure fair 
access to education; 

Strengthen Pathways to College for 
All Students
A college education expands learning, career 
and life opportunities. Attending a two-year or 
four-year college is increasingly necessary for 
all young people to live the fulfilling lives that 
are the promise of this country. People with 
bachelor’s degrees earn 1.6 times more than 
those with only a high school diploma (NCES, 
May 2024). Those who attend college are bet-
ter able to pursue opportunities for themselves 
and their families, weather economic down-
turns, and confront unexpected challenges 
without breaking the bank. 

IDRA has engaged in research and policy de-
velopment and worked with families, schools, 
and education agencies to identify initiatives 
and programs that expand access to college. 
Many of these can be supported through strong 
federal policy, agency guidance, targeted feder-
al funding, and technical assistance, including 
programs and initiatives that do the following.

•	 Expand access to high-quality, rigorous 
curricula that prepare all students for col-
lege, including coursework that emphasizes 
problem-solving and critical thinking, high-
er-level math courses, and programs that de-
velop STEM skills; 

•	 Grow district-wide early college high 
school programs to promote college-going 
cultures, expand dual credit opportunities, 
provide college-focused counseling across 

(cont. on Page 7)

Students who attend college 
are better able to pursue 
opportunities for themselves 
and their families, weather 
economic downturns, and 
confront unexpected challenges 
without breaking the bank.
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Texas state lawmakers will kick off the 89th leg-
islative session on January 14, 2025. For the fol-
lowing 140 days, they will take up issues that 
affect every corner of the state, and the top 
among them is education.

IDRA’s policy priorities include issues from 
prior legislative sessions that will come up 
again and new recommendations that will ad-
vance students’ educational opportunities for 
success. 

These include fair school funding for public 
schools, protecting and expanding excellent 
educational opportunities for emergent bilin-
gual students, promoting culturally-sustaining 
schools that support all students, creating safer 
schools without harmful discipline and polic-
ing practices, and preparing all students to suc-
ceed in college. 

Secure Fair School Funding
IDRA prioritizes fair school funding for pub-
lic schools, as we have done for over 51 years. 
In 2025, state lawmakers should fund public 
schools by raising the basic allotment and in-
creasing targeted per-pupil funding that sup-
ports students who are emergent bilingual, 
receiving special education services, and from 
households with low incomes. These invest-
ments help raise teacher pay and increase 
funding for all students while maintaining an 
equitable approach to funding. 

In order to preserve public school fund-
ing and meaningful investments, lawmakers 
should also reject any private school voucher 
programs. Research shows that private school 
voucher programs strain educational budgets, 
take funding from public schools, do not im-
prove student achievement, and leave students 
and families at risk for discrimination (PFPS, 
2023). Public money should stay in public 
schools.

Students First, Strong Public Schools for All
IDRA Priorities for the 2025 Texas Legislative Session 

Ensure Excellent Educational 
Opportunities for Emergent 
Bilingual Students
Fifty years ago, the U.S. Supreme Court deter-
mined in Lau v. Nichols (1974) that students 
must be educated in a language they under-
stand. Nearly one in four Texas public school 
students is an emergent bilingual student who 
speaks a language other than English at home. 

Texas educates the greatest proportion of 
emergent bilingual students in the country. 
Accordingly, the state needs to make key im-
provements to realize the power of bilingual 
students.

Texas lawmakers can ensure excellent educa-
tional opportunities for emergent bilingual stu-
dents by increasing the programmatic support 
and training for educators, expanding dual lan-
guage pathways and bilingual recognition for 
graduating students (e.g., improving the Seal 
of Biliteracy), supporting growth and retention 
in the bilingual teacher workforce, and protect-
ing the rights of all students to access public 
schools regardless of immigration status (see 
Latham Sikes & Piñon, 2024).

Promote Culturally 
Sustaining Schools
Culturally sustaining schools offer 
positive, safe and supportive school 
climates for all students to receive 
a high-quality education. Recent 
classroom censorship policies have 
made schools less safe and less 
supportive for students, especially 
those who are significantly more 
likely to experience identity-based 
discrimination, like Black and Lati-
no students and those who identify 
as LGBTQ+. 

By Chloe Latham Sikes, Ph.D.

(cont. on Page 4)

Research shows that private 
school voucher programs 
strain educational budgets, 
take funding from public 
schools, do not improve 
student achievement, and leave 
students and families at risk 
for discrimination.
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Recent data from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation’s Office for Civil Rights show that school-
based incidents of bullying and harassment 
based on a student’s identity have increased in 
the past 10 years. Most of these incidents are 
on the basis of a student’s gender or sex, and 
over one in three are related to a student’s racial 
identity (OCR, 2021).

Texas lawmakers should promote culturally-
sustaining schools where all students can be 
their authentic selves. Policymakers can do so 
by adopting protections and data reporting 
procedures for identity-based bullying and ha-
rassment and by advancing academic courses, 
curricula, and materials that reflect the rich-
ness of student’s diverse identities instead of 
censoring them.

Create Safer Schools without 
Harmful Discipline
Students need to be safe to learn, thrive and 
grow. However, many of today’s policies have 
focused on practices that kick students out 
of school instead of focusing on how to keep 
them in school and get the behavioral, mental 
wellness and academic support they need to 
succeed. 

Over 10% of Texas public school students have 
experienced at least one disciplinary action, 
like a suspension or expulsion. For 30 years and 
often for mild infractions, Texas has relied on 
punitive measures, including forcing students 
into disciplinary alternative education pro-
grams (DAEPs) or pushing them out of school 
altogether. Yet families have very limited con-
trol over their students’ DAEP assignments and 
educational options, and little is known about 
the quality of support, interventions, and aca-
demics that students receive in these settings. 

Texas is still one of 20 states that permits school 
administrators to slap, spank, paddle or hit a 
student as punishment. 

Research shows that keeping students in 
school, building trusting relationships between 
schools and families, and implementing evi-
dence-based behavioral support are far more 
effective for improving students’ outcomes and 
turning around student behavioral issues.

Texas lawmakers can make sure schools are 
safe for students to learn and grow by eliminat-
ing the use of corporal punishment in schools, 
investing in alternatives to practices that kick 

students out of schools, increasing the due 
process procedures for students and families 
in school discipline hearings, and enhancing 
discipline data collection.

Prepare All Students to Succeed 
College
Schools have a responsibility to prepare all stu-
dents to succeed in college, but not quite half 
of students are meeting readiness benchmarks 
(TEA, 2023). Texas schools are still losing more 
than one in five high school students before 
they graduate and are twice as likely to lose 
Black and Latino students than white students. 
The attrition gap between Black and white stu-
dents has doubled since IDRA’s first attrition 
study 37 years ago in 1985-86 (Quintanilla-
Muñoz & Sanchez, 2024). 

To achieve state goals for college access and 
success, Texas lawmakers should invest in ex-
pansive early college high schools that offer rig-
orous early college coursework, support target-
ed college advising, and promote a strong data 
infrastructure for students, families and college 
counselors to understand and access their col-
lege preparatory pathways. 

Lawmakers should also protect good policies 
on the books that make higher education more 
accessible to all Texans, such as the Top Ten 
Percent Plan and in-state tuition equity for un-
documented students (i.e., Texas DREAM Act). 

Research is clear about which policies and 
practices are good for students and their learn-
ing. Passing and protecting education policies 
that are evidence-based and student-centered 
will support strong public schools that prepare 
all students to access quality educational op-
portunities and succeed in college and beyond.

Resources
OCR. (2021). School Climate – Harassment or Bullying. 

Civil Rights Data Collection, Office for Civil Rights. 
Latham Sikes, C., & Piñón, L. (October 2024). The Path 

to a Stronger State Seal of Biliteracy – Advancing Texas 
Student Success through Bilingualism and Biliteracy – 
IDRA Policy Brief. IDRA. 

PFPS. (May 2023). Keep Public Funds in Texas Public 
Schools. Policy Brief. Public Fund for Public Schools. 

Quintanilla-Muñoz, C., & Sánchez, J. (October 2024). 
Schools Struggle to Hold On to Students – Preview 
of IDRA’s 38th Annual Texas Public School Attrition 
Study. IDRA Newsletter. 

TEA. (2023). Texas Academic Performance Reports, 
2022-23. Texas Education Agency. 

Chloe Latham Sikes, Ph.D., is IDRA’s deputy director of 
policy. Comments and questions may be directed to her via 
e-mail at chloe.sikes@idra.org. 

See our policy priorities 
brochure
https://idra.news/
TxPolicyPriorities25

Get our bilingual 
infographic: 5 Data 
Snacks on IDRA’s Policy 
Priorities for 2025
https://idra.news/5TxDataSnacks2025
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2025 marks the beginning of a new biennial 
legislative session in Georgia. Legislation can 
either be passed in 2025 or possibly “crossover” 
for a second chance at passage in 2026.

Policymakers will consider education issues, 
such as school safety, vouchers, classroom cen-
sorship and the rights of undocumented stu-
dents. We look forward to advancing our work 
on the following priorities. 

Affirm All Children’s Right to Free 
Public Education
Over the last four years, policymakers have 
increased efforts to undermine trust in our 
public schools by pushing policies that make 
classrooms less safe. During the 2024 legisla-
tive session and presidential election, hostile 
rhetoric disparaged immigrant communities, 
including students. 

Four decades ago, the U.S. Supreme Court af-
firmed in Plyler v. Doe that all school-age chil-
dren in the country are entitled to a free public 
education regardless of their immigration sta-
tus (IDRA, 2024). IDRA opposes any policies 
that threaten children’s basic civil right to edu-
cation. 

Meet the Constitutional 
Responsibility to Fund Public 
Schools
Georgia leaders have a constitutional obliga-
tion to provide fair and full funding for Geor-
gia’s public schools. The state must take steps to 
bear more of the per-pupil cost of education. 
Since 2013, the state share of per-pupil funding 
has dropped from 51% to 40%. 

This means state leaders are passing the buck 
to local communities to cover the costs of edu-
cating our students. School districts with more 
wealth are less strained by these costs than low-
wealth districts, including rural schools. 

The impact of this long-running under-in-

Commitment to a Strong Future for Georgia Students

vestment in public education was heightened 
during COVID-19. While federal relief fund-
ing helped schools serve students, those funds 
are running out, leaving our public schools to 
struggle with other economic challenges lay-
ered on top of chronic underfunding (Craven, 
2024). 

Another way Georgia state leadership can as-
sume a fairer share is by establishing dedicated 
funding to ensure public schools have the re-
sources they need to educate students living in 
poverty. Georgia is one of only six states that 
does not provide such specific funding, again 
leaving local school districts to pick up the tab 
for specialized programming, meal programs 
and additional counseling support. This trans-
lates to fewer resources for children’s education 
and higher tax rates for communities as school 
districts must scramble to cover the costs of 
serving their students. 

Standardize Accountability and 
Transparency for Harmful School 
Voucher Programs
During the last legislative session, the Georgia 
Legislature narrowly passed controversial leg-
islation that established a new voucher system. 
This educational savings account program, 
the “Georgia Promise Scholarship,” provides 
$6,500 of public dollars to any family – regard-
less of family income – whose child attends a 
public school ranked in the bottom 25% state-
wide. Families can use these dollars toward the 
costs of private school or homeschooling. 

In exchange, families must surrender federal 
and state discrimination protections for stu-
dents’ language learning status, physical or 
intellectual ability, gender identity, sexual ori-
entation, and religious affiliation.  

Participating private schools are not required to 
accept all student applicants or even to disclose 
which students they are willing to admit. They 
(cont. on Page 6)

By Mikayla Arciaga, M.A.Ed.
IDRA Legislative Priorities for Georgia in 2025-2026

All students deserve to attend 
free, high-quality, fully funded 
public schools that are safe and 
welcoming.
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(Commitment to a Strong Future for Georgia Students, continued from Page 5)

are not required to adhere to any state guide-
lines around discipline practices. They are not 
required to administer the same standardized 
tests as their public school peers. 

These discrepancies often translate to poor 
experiences and outcomes, particularly for 
historically marginalized students, such as 
students of color and students with disabilities 
(Green et al., 2024; Figlio & Karbownik, 2016; 
Mills & Wolf, 2017). 

Many families are not aware that they have sur-
rendered their rights until they need them.

IDRA urges the Georgia Assembly to require 
uniform academic and financial reporting for 
all private schools that participate in a Georgia 
voucher program, limit the administrative fees 
that can be collected by the private organiza-
tions that help administer these programs, and 
require participating private schools to make 
public their admission and discipline policies 
for any prospective parents or students. Addi-
tionally, we call on the state to investigate any 
incidences of misuse or abuse of the public 
funds used by these programs and schools. 

Foundationally, legislators should reject any 
attempts to expand vouchers either through 
funding, new programs or reduced guardrails. 
Instead, they should repeal existing voucher 
programs and invest in fully funding public 
school districts to ensure that every student has 
access to a high-quality public education. 

Adopt Evidence-based Discipline 
Practices and Policies to Make 
School Environments Safer
Despite overwhelming evidence that exclu-
sionary discipline and increased police pres-
ence do not reduce violence on our school 
campuses, several high-ranking legislators 
have called for arming teachers, increasing law 
enforcement in schools, and increasing surveil-
lance of students’ everyday lives (Burns, 2024; 
Amy, J, 2023). Cobb County School District 
has already procured a program that performs 
surveillance monitoring (Moore, 2024). 

IDRA, in coalition with a wide variety of part-
ners, has criticized the use of such programs 
that threaten students’ rights to privacy and 
make schools less safe for our students, partic-
ularly students of color (Sorensen, et al., 2023). 

Additionally, Georgia is one of only 20 states 
that still permits educators to hit students in 
public schools. Corporal punishment dis-
parately impacts Black boys, Black girls and 
students with disabilities (GOSA, 2023). Leg-
islators should prohibit the use of corporal dis-
cipline in schools and adopt policies and allo-
cate funding for schools to use evidence-based, 
restorative practices and trauma-informed care 
(Craven, 2019; Duggins-Clay, 2022). 

Support Students’ Lived 
Experiences and Identities to 
Create Welcoming Classrooms
At IDRA, we know that for a learning envi-
ronment to be truly welcoming, it must be in-
clusive of all students’ identities. We advocate 
classroom policies that make schools safer and 
more inclusive for all children, especially stu-
dents of color, emergent bilingual students, and 
LGBTQ+ students.

These students are experiencing rising rates 
of bullying and harassment and are often not 
able to access excellent learning programs, in-
cluding welcoming curricula and instructional 
practices.

We advocate policies that create safe learning 
environments that support students’ whole 
identities (Garcia & Montemayor, 2019). We 
work to protect access to diverse curricula and 
increase resources for schools to implement 
research-based practices to ensure welcoming 
classrooms.

The Georgia Assembly has the chance in the 
2025-2026 legislative session to advance poli-
cies that make our state a leader in education 
across the country. 

We must protect access to public schools by re-
sisting privatization efforts and investing funds 
that empower schools to adopt evidence-based 
discipline policies and practices. These poli-
cies and practices make classrooms safer for all 
students, especially when they are inclusive of 
students’ identities. 

At a time of uncertainty for many students and 
their families, IDRA calls on Georgia’s state 
leaders to ensure every student has access to a 
truly excellent education that is safe, inclusive 
and free.

Resources
Amy, J. (October 25, 2023). Georgia’s lieutenant governor 

wants to pay teachers $10,000 a year to carry guns at 
school. Associated Press. 

Burns, J. (September 12, 2024). Letter from the Office of 
the Speaker of the House. 

Craven, M. (2024). What You Need to Know About the 
ESSER Funding Cliff – How Schools Will Be Impacted 
by the End of Federal COVID-19 Relief Funding. IDRA.

Craven, M. (April 30, 2019). Use Effective Discipline, 
Not Zero Tolerance – IDRA Testimony Against 
SB2432. IDRA.  

Duggins-Clay, P. (June-July 2022). Implementing Restor-
ative Practices to Strengthen School Communities. 
IDRA Newsletter. 

Figlio, D., & Karbownik, K. (July 2016). Evaluation of 
Ohio’s EdChoice Scholarship Program: Selection, Com-
petition, and Performance Effects. Thomas Fordham 
Institute. 

Garcia, S., & Montemayor, A. (October 2019). Making 
Schools Safe Learning Havens for LGBTQ Students. 
IDRA Newsletter. 

GOSA. (2023). K-12 Student Discipline Dashboard. 
Governor’s Office of Scholastic Achievement. 

Green, P., Baker, B., & Eckes, S. (2024). The Potential for 
Race Discrimination in Voucher Programs in a Post-
Carson World. Peabody Journal of Education, 99(4), 
p403-415. 

IDRA. (2024.) Plyler v. Doe – The Law in Education, 
webpage. 

Mills, J.N., & Wolf, P.J. (2017). Vouchers in the Bayou: 
The Effects of the Louisiana Scholarship Program on 
Student Achievement After 2 Years. Educational Eval-
uation and Policy Analysis, 39(3), 464-484. 

Moore, T. (October 25, 2024). Cobb schools hire secre-
tive company to ‘scrape social media,’ detect safety 
risks. Atlanta Journal Constitution. 

Sorensen, L.C., Avila-Acosta, M., Engberg, J.B., & Bush-
way, S.D. (2023). The thin blue line in schools: New 
evidence on school-based policing across the U.S. 
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 42, 941-
970. 

Mikayla Arciaga, M.A.Ed., is IDRA’s Georgia advocacy 
director and Education Policy Fellows coordinator. Com-
ments and questions may be directed to him via e-mail at 
mikayla.arciaga@idra.org.
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(A Vision for Education in 2025 and Beyond – Excerpt, continued from Page 2)

grade levels and develop school district-col-
lege partnerships; 

•	 Increase school partnerships with families 
and community-based providers to design 
and implement college-going activities and 
practices that build on the assets of students 
and their families; 

•	 Strengthen diploma seals and distinctions 
to ensure they align with college credits; and

•	 Support pipeline programs, funding and 
training resources for academic counselors 
and support staff to have the capacity to fo-
cus on supporting students’ access to college 
and meaningful post-college career oppor-
tunities. 

Support Schools to Proactively 
Address Absenteeism and Dropout 
Challenges
In 1986, IDRA developed a ground-breaking 
research methodology to understand the ex-
tent and impact of school attrition in Texas. 

Now in its 38th year, IDRA’s annual public 
school attrition study has helped to reveal the 
magnitude and nature of the student dropout 
problem. The findings of this decades-long 
research are particularly relevant today when 
many schools are reporting issues of rising 
chronic absenteeism among students and are 
searching for effective programs to keep stu-
dents in school. 

IDRA has developed proven student support 
programs and training for teachers, school 
leaders and school district staff to enact find-
ings from the IDRA attrition studies, including 
many that federal leaders can support.

•	 Strengthen teacher pipeline, training and 
recruitment and retention strategies to en-
sure all students have highly qualified and 
engaged teachers;

•	 Invest in research-based dropout preven-
tion, intervention (for students who have 
already left school) and college readiness ini-
tiatives that increase student engagement 
with academic learning, leadership opportu-
nities and extracurricular activities; and

•	 Support research-based family engagement 
programs that encourage strong, authentic 
partnerships between schools and all fami-
lies in the school community. 

Promote Safe, Welcoming Schools 

for all Students 
Our schools must feel safe and welcoming for 
all students. They should be places that center 
student learning and relationship-building, 
take a proactive approach to protecting the 
safety of all students, and limit the use of prac-
tices that push young people out of school and 
off pathways to college. 

The research on what works to create safe and 
welcoming schools is clear. IDRA urges fed-
eral support for research-based, prevention-
focused practices that promote student safety, 
learning and well-being, including the follow-
ing.

•	 Provide resources and technical support 
to schools to use best practices to ensure 
safety, limit punitive discipline and keep stu-
dents in their classrooms learning with their 
teachers and peers;

•	 Support legislation to ban physically abu-
sive practices in schools, including corporal 
punishment and seclusions and restraints; 

•	 Provide guidance and resources to schools 
on how to prevent and address bullying 
and harassment, particularly bullying that 
is based on students’ backgrounds or identi-
ties;

•	 Ensure complaints of discrimination – in-
cluding discrimination based on students’ 
race, gender, religion, national origin and 
disability status – are treated seriously, in-
vestigated, and resolved swiftly and mean-
ingfully; and

•	 Ensure all public schools comply with 
federal laws and regulations that prohibit 
discrimination, including laws that protect 
access to public education for every child 
living in the United States, regardless of im-

migration status.

At IDRA, we have never been more certain of 
the necessity of our mission and the strength 
of our vision for excellent public schools. We 
believe every child is valuable; none is expend-
able. We trust in research and are guided by 
evidence. We rely on the wisdom and assets of 
our diverse communities. And we welcome the 
opportunity to collaborate with partners to ad-
vance these values.

Get a copy of the full federal priorities brief at: 
https://idra.news/FedVision25.

For more information about IDRA’s education 
policy work, including our federal research, 
policy, advocacy, and legal work, please con-
tact National Director of Policy, Advocacy, 
and Community Engagement Morgan Craven, 
J.D., at morgan.craven@idra.org.
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