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Affirm All Children’s Right to 
Free Public Education

Meet the Constitutional Responsibility 
to Fund Public Schools

About IDRA

IDRA is an independent, non-profit organization. Our mission is 

to achieve equal educational opportunity for every child through 

strong public schools that prepare all students to access and 

succeed in college.

www.idra.org@IDRAed @IDRAedu idra.news/LinkedInIDRA idraseen.org

Standardize Accountability and 
Transparency for Harmful School 
Voucher Programs

Adopt Evidence-based Discipline 
Practices and Policies to Make 
School Environments Safer

Support Students’ Lived Experiences 
and Identities to Create Welcoming 
Classrooms

Four decades ago, the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed in Plyler 

v. Doe that all school-age children in the country are entitled 
to a free public education regardless of their immigration 
status (IDRA, 2024). IDRA opposes any policies that 
threaten children’s basic civil right to education. 

Georgia leaders have a constitutional obligation to provide 
fair and full funding for Georgia’s public schools. The state 
must take steps to bear more of the per-pupil cost of 
education. Since 2013, the state share of per-pupil funding 
has dropped from 51% to 40%.

Legislators should reject any attempts to expand vouchers 
either through funding, new programs or reduced 
guardrails. Instead, they should repeal existing voucher 
programs and invest in fully funding public school districts 
to ensure that every student has access to a high-quality 
public education. 

All students deserve safe and welcoming schools. Schools 
must be able to invest in the people and programs that 
build strong campus climates and foster relationships that 
keep everyone safe.

For a learning environment to be truly welcoming, it must 
be inclusive of all students’ identities. We advocate 
classroom policies that make schools safer and more 
inclusive for all children, especially students of color, 
emergent bilingual students, and LGBTQ+ students.
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