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SB 1798 Harms College Opportunities for Texas Students 
TLEEC Testimony Against Senate Bill 1798, submitted by Vivek Datla to the Texas Senate 
K-16 Education Committee, April 22, 2025 
  
Dear Chairman Creighton and members of the K-16 Education Committee,   
  
My name is Vivek Datla, and I am an IDRA Education Policy Fellow testifying against Senate Bill 1798 
on behalf of the Texas Legislative Education Equity Coalition (TLEEC). Our coalition is a statewide 
collaborative of more than 38 organizations and individuals with the mission to improve the quality of 
public education for all children, with a focus on racial equity. We advocate at the local, state and national 
levels for high-quality teaching, curricula and instructional practices, bilingual education, fair funding, and 
enhanced college access and success. 
  
We are deeply concerned about how SB 1798 would exclude and disincentivize Texas Dreamers – many 
of whom have lived here most of their lives – from pursuing a college degree and becoming productive 
members of our communities and our state. SB1798 would undo decades of progress Texas has made in 
giving all hard-working Texas students a fair shot at college that they have spent much of their lives working 
toward. 
 
The Texas Dream Act Expands College Opportunities for Texas Students 
The Texas Dream Act, which passed nearly unanimously in 2001, is a forward-thinking law. Our 
representatives then understood that reducing barriers to college access for Texas students was in the best 
interest of students and of our state. The goals of the law were clear: expand college opportunities, ensure 
all Texas high school graduates can access higher education here, and reduce affordability barriers for Texas 
students. 
 
Out-of-state tuition rates are a significant financial barrier. They are, on average, typically three times higher 
than in-state rates (Higher Ed Immigration Portal, 2023). Under current law, Texas Dreamers must still 
meet a high bar to qualify for in-state tuition rates compared to their peers. Out-of-state U.S. citizens, for 
example, must only live in Texas for one year to qualify for in-state rates. Texas Dreamers must graduate 
from a Texas high school, live in Texas for at least three years including the year before enrolling in college, 
and sign an affidavit vowing to apply for permanent residency status as soon as they are eligible to do so. 
 
The law is working as it was intended to. Its goals remain important today. Texas Dreamers are vital 
members of our communities. They are teachers, medical workers, engineers and business leaders (Higher 
Ed Immigration Portal, 2023). These are essential fields where our state needs highly educated workers 
now more than ever. 
 
SB 1798 Undermines Texas’ Commitment to College Access for Texas Students 
SB 1798 would take away opportunities from hard-working Texas students who want to stay, work and 
give back to our state – opportunities that Texas has provided for over 20 years. This measure would break 
our promise to Texas Dreamers, and it would weaken our workforce and our communities. 



Texas Legislative Education Equity Coalition   2 

Recommendations  
TLEEC urges the following.   

• Preserve current law that increases college access opportunities for all Texas students, including those 
who face additional burdens accessing in-state tuition rates and state financial aid. 

• Support the efforts of Texas students who seek higher education to become more productive members 
of their communities and of the state. 

   
For questions, please contact TLEEC either through Kaci Wright at IDRA (kaci.wright@idra.org), Chloe 
Latham Sikes, Ph.D., at IDRA (chloe.sikes@idra.org) or Jaime Puente at Every Texan 
(puente@everytexan.org).  
  
Resources  
Higher Ed Immigration Portal. (September 2023). Texas In-State Tuition: What You Need to Know. Higher Ed Immigration Portal and 

TheDream.US. https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/TX-In-State-Tuition-Fact-Sheet-9-13-23.pdf 
 
 
Texas Legislative Education Equity Coalition (TLEEC) is a collaborative of organizations and individuals with the mission to 
improve the quality of public education for all children, with a focus on racial equity. The coalition convenes organizations and 
individuals who advocate in the interest of public school students at the local, state and national levels.  
 
 
TLEEC Member Organizations  
ARISE Adelante  
Asian Texans for Justice  
Austin Justice Coalition  
Big Thought  
Black Parents and Families Collective  
Breakthrough Central Texas  
Coalition of Texans with Disabilities  
Culturingua  
Dr. Hector P. García G.I. Forum  
Easterseals Central Texas  
Educators in Solidarity (EIS)  
Ethnic Studies Network of Texas (ESNTX)  
Every Texan  
Houston Community Voices for Public Education  
IDRA  
McNeil Educational Foundation for Ecumenical Leadership  
Measure  
Mexican American Civil Rights Institute (MACRI) 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

(MALDEF)  
Mexican American School Board Members Association 

(MASBA)  

National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies 
(NACCS) – Tejas Foco  
San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  
SEAT (Students Engaged in Advancing Texas)  
Southwest Region Youth Legislative Action Center  
Texas American Federation of Teachers  
Texas Association for Bilingual Education (TABE)  
Texas Association for Chicanos in Higher Education (TACHE)  
Texas Association of Diversity Officers in Higher Education 
(TADOHE)  
Texas Association of Mexican American Chambers of 
Commerce (TAMACC)  
Texas Center for Education Policy at the University of Texas – 
Austin  
Texas Hispanics Organized for Political Education (HOPE)  
Texas League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)  
Texas NAACP  
Texas State Teachers Association (TSTA)  
The Arc of Texas  
UnidosUS (formerly known as NCLR)  
UP Partnership  

 


