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SB 12 Undermines Schools’ Ability to Address Educational 
Disparities 
TLEEC Testimony Against SB 12, submitted by Vivek Datla to the Texas House 
Committee on Public Education, May 13, 2025 
  
Dear Chairman Buckley and Honorable Members of the Committee,   
  
My name is Vivek Datla, and I am an IDRA Education Policy Fellow testifying against Senate Bill 12 on 
behalf of the Texas Legislative Education Equity Coalition (TLEEC). Our coalition is a statewide 
collaborative of more than 38 organizations and individuals with the mission to improve the quality of 
public education for all children, with a focus on racial equity. We advocate at the local, state and national 
levels for high-quality teaching, curricula and instructional practices, bilingual education, fair funding, and 
enhanced college access and success. 
   
We urge you to oppose Senate Bill 12. We are particularly concerned about Section 3 of the bill that would 
prohibit public K-12 schools from implementing practices aligned with diversity, equity and inclusion 
principles. This section’s broad and vague language could significantly restrict school districts from 
monitoring student progress using disaggregated data, especially by race, sex, color, and ethnicity, and from 
taking appropriate actions to address disparities in educational outcomes. 
 
SB 12 Would Restrict Efforts to Close Achievement Gaps Among Students 
Federal law requires the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to monitor and address disproportionate outcomes 
by race and ethnicity in key areas, such as disability identification, disciplinary actions and educational 
placement. TEA’s “Closing the Gaps” framework also identifies achievement disparities across student 
groups, including by race/ethnicity, socioeconomic background, and other identification factors, to guide 
targeted support to schools and students.  
 
For example, data from the most recent Texas Academic Performance Reports reveal significant disparities 
in college readiness: 50% of Black students and 58% of Latino students graduate high school college-ready, 
compared to 70% of white students and 88% of Asian American students. These disparities underscore the 
urgent need for schools to take targeted action to close racial gaps in educational outcomes. 
 
Section 3 of SB 12, however, would prevent schools from acting on this disaggregated data to implement 
any policy or program “intended to enhance academic achievement or postgraduate outcomes” if that 
program is designed or implemented with race, sex, color or ethnicity in mind. In effect, while federal 
mandates compel TEA to collect disaggregated data, SB 12 would prohibit local schools from responding 
to it. This strips schools of essential tools to address inequities in academics, college access, disciplinary 
practices, and more. 
 
Schools Need Flexibility to Address Student Needs 
Effective diversity, equity and inclusion efforts do not promote preferential treatment. They ensure that 
marginalized students facing system barriers receive the targeted support they need to succeed. They 
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provide schools with resources to implement interventions that will have the most impact on the students 
who are experiencing disparity.  
 
By eliminating schools’ ability to act on disparities, SB 12 undermines Texas’ commitment to providing a 
high quality, equitable education for all students and risks widening existing opportunity gaps. 
 
Recommendations   
We respectfully urge members of this committee to reject SB 12. Instead, we urge the following 
recommendations. 

• Empower schools to use disaggregated data to identify disparities and design responsive strategies. 

• Support school efforts to proactively address inequities based on race, sex, color, ethnicity or other 
identities in order to close achievement gaps and improve outcomes for all student groups. 

 
For questions, please contact TLEEC either through Kaci Wright at IDRA (kaci.wright@idra.org), Dr. 
Chloe Latham Sikes at IDRA (chloe.sikes@idra.org) or Jaime Puente at Every Texan 
(puente@everytexan.org). 
 
Resources 
Texas Education Agency. (2024). Texas Academic Performance Reports, 2023–2024. Texas Education Agency. 

https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tapr/tapr_srch.html?srch=S 
 
Texas Legislative Education Equity Coalition (TLEEC) is a collaborative of organizations and individuals with the mission to 
improve the quality of public education for all children, with a focus on racial equity. The coalition convenes organizations and 
individuals who advocate in the interest of public school students at the local, state and national levels.  
 
TLEEC Member Organizations  
ARISE Adelante  
Asian Texans for Justice  
Austin Justice Coalition  
Big Thought  
Black Parents and Families Collective  
Breakthrough Central Texas  
Coalition of Texans with Disabilities  
Culturingua  
Dr. Hector P. García G.I. Forum  
Easterseals Central Texas  
Educators in Solidarity (EIS)  
Ethnic Studies Network of Texas (ESNTX)  
Every Texan  
Houston Community Voices for Public Education  
IDRA  
McNeil Educational Foundation for Ecumenical Leadership  
Measure 
Mexican American Civil Rights Institute (MACRI) 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

(MALDEF)  
Mexican American School Board Members Association 

(MASBA)  

National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies 
(NACCS) – Tejas Foco  
San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  
SEAT (Students Engaged in Advancing Texas)  
Southwest Region Youth Legislative Action Center  
Texas American Federation of Teachers  
Texas Association for Bilingual Education (TABE)  
Texas Association for Chicanos in Higher Education (TACHE)  
Texas Association of Diversity Officers in Higher Education 
(TADOHE)  
Texas Association of Mexican American Chambers of 
Commerce (TAMACC)  
Texas Center for Education Policy at the University of Texas – 
Austin  
Texas Hispanics Organized for Political Education (HOPE)  
Texas League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)  
Texas NAACP  
Texas State Teachers Association (TSTA)  
The Arc of Texas  
UnidosUS (formerly known as NCLR)  
UP Partnership  

 
 


