
In response to 
decision in U.S. ps. 

's Task 

by Albert Cortez 

William Wavne 
recognizing the' 

existing programs 
and at the 
Speaker ayton, 

an executive order 
Governor's Task Force on Bilingual Education. 
\vas composed of IS among which were 
the Speaker. Lt. Governor. the HOLlse and 
Education . rpersons, Sen. Truan 
G;l1'cia (sponsors 'major bilingual 
F )sals before the legislature), the Chairperson of the 
State Board . and three <loDointees 
Governor. to Executive Order W 
issued bv Governor Clements. the Task Force 
directed to: (1) examine the transition period 
present program . teaching from 
through the . rd with re-emphasis on 
import,lI1ce smooth transition into the area 
of primary teaching. (2) develop a plan for 
those students enter school bevOlld the third 
(3) develop a to make' 
assistance 111 those students from . 
through the 1 who need extra 
(4) studv methods to best implement a 
~u'mmer 'school I support programs for 
through twelve. 

one 

The Task Force members were appointed on March 
17 and conducted in Austin on A pril2. group 
met on five occasions. During initial 
sessions the received information from a variety 

experts in the education on snch topics as 
bilingual education, English as a second school 
finance, and training and certificatIon. Task 
Force members also heard testimony from a cross section 
of school superin Following days of deliberation 
c~ . cterized by long hours of intensive discussions on 
program options available for responding to needs of 
LE P students and the implica tions of those options, the 
committee was successful in formulating and adopting a 
set of comprehensive recommendations. This article 
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State 

presents the Task Force's 
provide the framework 

recommendations which 
for the bilingual 

the state's lawmakers legislation to be 
to the end of the 

The Governor's 
Report and 
brief but 

Specific 
COlltC11t and impli 
assumptions \vhich 
Texas' bilingual 
assumptions state 

English is the /Jasic 
are rcsvollsible 
be(()m~ COll!vetellt 
(oI11prejlendil1,~ 

Force onBilingual Education's 
on Biiingu';l 
directiv~ which 

on 
bv;:;. 

Force believed 
The Task Force 

of the state 0 {Texas. Public schools 
Jidl opportu/lities J!r all srudellts to 

III speakillg, reading, Il'ritillg 
lallgllagc. 

is bilingual 
as a second lallguage. Other 

appr(Jpriate to studellts /IIay he 

® All studellts who are Lililited English /I1ust 
reecipe special pro,lZrams. predominallt 
lilllIlber (~{ other-lan,lZlIage studellts ill 'Texas speak Spanish, allY 
state pro,lZram lIl!!st address LEP students (:f alliangtiagegrolfps. 

~ Learning occurs ill all lallgtla,l{es alld is trallsferable from one 
langtla,lZe to C//lother; all lall,lZtlage and cultures are ualuahle. 

@ LFP swdCllts Fom learning in their primary lallglla,>;e 
thlls OWIl seif-inwge) becomillg proficient iii both 

@ Statewide 
idelltifyin,g and 

@ Students should 
lall,lZlIa,lZe 
met. 

their test scores. 

al/d compreizensi1'e 
I.EP students must 

adequately prepared to exit 
as qllickly as possible alter 

special 

@ Tizerl' is a Ilced to establish mechanisms f:?r the evaluation of 
bilillgual education/D.SL pro,gral1ls in - tcrms of Englisil 
proficiency. 
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• Illllol'atil'c lIl{'thllds of h'1I/.?,lish as II sewlld lallgua.e,e 
1IIIIst be dCl'eloped lIlid fillplell/ewec/. 

" It should he recognized tl/(lt II I'ariery of st!/clellt Heeds alld 
poplilatiolls occlir Il'itllili the 1,100 school districts /11 tIle state. 
.,111 school districls are lIot the sWlle alld Wliliot be expected to 
operate ill the sallie II 1i1l1 111'1'. III all cases, hOUJel'er, progral/ls 
IIIUSt accolllll1odate the tIll' studeill. 

• Parents slwl/ld be acti!'l' participallts ill the P 11111 II illy, of the 
stlld('llt's eell/wlioll, 

• TIle Legislawr;, must ellStire tliat adeqllate .(tJllds arc //lade 
al'mlab/e to IISSllre that Ihe spaiallleeds of Lh'P are 
beillg Inet, It is imperllti!'e that the bilillgual ed//catioll 
illstrtlctiollal program olld all EIl,e,lish as a sewlld lallguage 
programs in kindergarten throllgh the 12th !l'llich are 
recolIIlIIl'llded hy this Task For{£' alld are ilIl illt~l!,ral part of a 
local school district's total program, jlnanced by the state at a 
s~e,IIUl[(ll1tly lellel tllall wrr('llt law 

Having laid out its major assumptions, the group 
with the presentation of its recommendations 

which are directed at (1) the State . , (2) 
State Board of Education (3) the Central Education 
Agency. (4) local school districts. 

The Task Force Recommendations 

The Task Force recommendations regardi 
alternative structures and methods of English instruction 
state that: 
The Legislature should: 
establish al/(I'lloterial/y iI/crease Ji/lldill,e, j;,r: 

(1) killdergartell tlmn/gll elelllelltary grade Ie'llel bililWlld educatioll 
prograllls for IJ:P stllc/ellts. zf all altmwtil'e lIIethod IIltlst be tiSI'd, 
dO(lllllflitatioll jClr the exccptiollllll/st he !pith and approved by 
the Stilte Board of Educatioll; 

(2) a tr(lIIsitiolwllall,e,lIil,1Z1' illstrIlctioli progralll Jcn ]lost-elelllelltary 
thrtlugll the eighth ,IZYmie j(lr LEP sttldcllts !/llzich lIlay illclude 
hilillgual edl/flltiol/, EII,e,lish as (I s('wlld language, or other 
Ilpprtlprillte lIIetllods; £I11c! 

(3) ESL pro,lZrmlls to aC((llllllwdate those LEI> stl/dcllts the 
e(e,htll grade. 

The State Board of Education should: 

del'e/tl{J ,e,lIidelilics ill order thar -']lailll t'lIlplwsis owy be,\Zil'cli t(l tlli' 
IISC (1) extmded tilllC pro,\Zrmlls. !:".,tcwled day classes, Saturdll), 
classes dIId SUlllilier scho(ll (1£15SeS sh(llild be Cl/'ailahle !(J/ a/l LI:'P 
stlld('llts t(l reillf;'rL'e tfte reglilar illstrllcti(1l1rd progralll [Hid to cllhallce 
tIl(' tillie 011 task to 1',lisi' literllcy, IIcac/ell1ir and lilIlguilgc skills. 

Hcgarding program entry and exit, the recommendations 
state that: 
The Legislature should: 

(1 j direct tIle State Board of Educlltioll to adopt mIt's to estllMisl1 
stilluhmlized mtr), alld exit criteria j;)r rEP studellts. 

2 

Grant the State Board of Education the mlthority to: 

(1) dCFclop a procedurc JlY idelll~{i'[(1tioll 0Idistricts that should hc 
required to (:lrer the recollllllmded II/andated pro,lZr(lIIIS; 

direct caell 10[(11 district (required (0 pro/'iclt' a progrm 
estab/ish 1I LlllglIlIge .i.ssesslII('Ilt Co III III itt ee; Cllld 

(J) cstllhlish IIl1der the State .i.dlllillistYatil't' Pr(lccdtlrcs ~i.ct iI dl/(' 

process procedurc JlY rill' parmI should tIle distria r~filsc [0 COli/ply 
with stale (lr S[lIte Board EdllCdti<lll rules or if the /}(Ir('//t is 
disslitisJicd I/,itll the studcllt's plaCl'lIIelit. 
The State Board of EdJlCation should direct school district 
boards to: 

(1) establisll a LIII,glla,e,c Assessml'llt COlll/llittel COIllP os ed of. hut 
11M lililited to, a professiollal hilill,lZtlill edllwtor, professiollal 
tralisitiuliallclll.l!,lIl1ge illstructor, 11 pl/rmt (:f a LEP stlido'lI, mul a 
CilIllpliS adlllinistrator; 

(2) charge thc ~,ml,gl{(1J<e AsseSSlilelit COlillniUee Illith carryillg Ollt 
the jol/oll'ill,e, JUII([ioliS ill ((1l11pliall(e !flith state liIIl' alld Stllte 
Board or I:'ducatioll rules: 

~ reuiell' l:f II [laricty (:f illJlYIl1atioli abollt the il/dil'id/IIII tEP 
sllch as hOlile lenla/were Sl/rue", laliOliaere ]JW/ltiCIiC" (l., ,.... f ,:'" ,.... I) 

tests both ill the IIl1tiu£' lall,'.!,lIllge al/d ill ElIglish, {(llllp~tt'llq ill 
educatioll co/llmt areas, ami the stlldmt 's l'llIoti<lllal alld social 
art a ill 111('11 I; 

~ reWllIl/lmdllliolls ((lll(crnill,g the II/OSt appr(lpriate placcmcllt l;lr 
the educatiollal ad[lOIlCelllellt tlu' tEP studellt after tIle 
elell/Clltary grades; ~r all exceptioll is required .110111 ihe K -
elcillelltary bilingual prograllI, thc Ltlllglla,\Zc Assess 'It 
COII/l/littee would be respol/sih/e JlI' do(tlntl'l1ting the red, . . ', 

" rel'ic/l'ill,e, the LF.P studem)s pnl,eress at the mel tltl.' school 
yellr ill oder to determille .{tlttlre appropriate placelilellt; 

~ mOllitorill,1Z the pro,'.!,ress of tile LEP swdt'llt aper exiting the 
spcciallangl/age prllgrmll alld cllter/II,'.!. the EII,e,lish mainstream to 
ellSllre that the sttldmt is proe,rcssilllZ alld 11M rer,ressiller. 5,;hotlld 
tIle Lallg1lage AsseSSlllellt C:lIli III itr'ee dctmllill~ that t};e sll/dent 
is lIot pro,lZrcssill,l! at a satisf~lct(lry rate, the [(JIII/Ililtee /lUlSI 
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recolwene and determille a 1I10re appropriate placement Jor the 
student or Inake a lIlodification in the studem's educational 

l(icement to re//ledy the d~ficiClicies; and 

determille t/ie appropriatelless of (/1/ cxtCllded p,oy/am (heyolld 
rhe regular schoo/) depending 011 the needs tIle I.EP sttldClit. 

to the preparation and 
recommends t: 

jillldillX to compensate 
rIle /;l!lOlUiIlO: 

• <:'> 

of personnel, 

qua/(/i'ed teachers 

1. opriollal SWlllller 
lIJonth 

LFJ) SfllciClitS Ol! ilIl ehTcl1 

2. cytended or 

3. 
the Stdte Board or nducatio/l 
COIlllnissiol! 011 ,~t illldards 

ollStalldards the 
stalldards r;lr trlillsitiolia/ 

/n'/in/!,lId edt/calioll 
emma /Cn (,tlier ('ndorsell/cllts :'lIch as F:SL and 

reuiell l stal/dani, rhe apprllLJa/ te(leller training 

) dCllclop illtellSil'e ill-sauire 
Eng/is II studems. 

-' Commission Ott 

should: 

1. /I1oke rI'ColllJll1'lldatiolls to the Board F.ducation on 
bilingual edllcat iOll, nSL, alld other necessary endorsements 

lIIodifl"catioll) and approual. 

2. the ad1'ice' and coullsel or bilillollal educators before 
del'e/opillg stllndards J(l( teacher certJic(uiOltro he raoll/mel/dd to 

tIle State Board of I;;ducatioll. 

Force makes the recommendations 
monitoring and enforcement: 

of Education shmdd: 

1. under accri'ditation standards (Te.xils Education 
§ 16JJ53) require certaill standardized dements sc/zool district 
plans j(lr pr(widillg ImlYJi(lge programs to assure stareluide 

al1d aC{(J!illtlibility as well as opportlinityJ1r rhe districr 
to dOCl/lIlent unique sitliations. 

2. require the Coordinated Afolliraring Team the Te.Ylls 
F:dllcarion Agency to make Oil-site [lisits to school district 
(~tTerin,~ special language pro<~rmns 011 the al'era,~e of e[lcry three 
years. If a district is nor in compliance, the schedule slllJlIld be 
intel/sUied ulltil the district is in compliance. 

3. require that if the district does !lot make pro,~ress tOlllard lIIeeting 
t ;tarewide stalldard, that tllis district be reported to the 
/leerediration Dir.lisiOI1 tIle Texas Education /i.lrthcr 
relJi1'w. At voillt, rhe State Board ofi:'ducatioll is to ;10 t ijled 
that tIle districr"s perfonnarlcc is be/ou; accreditation sralldards. 

COllt. pg. 1 () 

May 1981 3 

Justice 
and 

by Zmnora, Ph. 

On A Dril 17, 1981, 
plans subl1l1t by plaintiff 
plantiff-illtervenors (Mi\LDEF, 
the 'Texas, 

program. 
SIX -vear, [eve I phase-in 
Alt~rnativcs are led out for 
than 20 students 111 a grade course, or a 

the current but temporary 

" bilingtd 

The Order also 
Agency to: 

Order 
dis tricts 

provides for usc 
teaching permits. 

the Texas Education 

1) develop plan for recruiting tra1l1111g qualified 
bi;ingual education 

develop tandardized procedures the identifica-
tion, assessment classification of LE P students, their 
placement in and exit a bilingual education 

direct school districts to on each campus, a 
Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (L PAC) to 

responsible for determining student placement and 
reviewillCT all pertinent student information; o 

4) require local districts to su~)mit information 
concerning their implementation of Order on an 
annual basis: 

5) conduct on-site visits of school districts for monitoring 
c;)!llpliance with Order and, if th~ 
application of sanctions; 

61 adopt procedures for reviewing. 1I1vestigating and 
dcting upon substdlltive complall1ts filed against 
schoc;l districts out compliance th the Order; and 

W/it. PX. 12 
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4, ill(llIcie ((,Ilsidewti(lll 

program ((,lite/it; 

@!; program 

procedures; 

CXii dnd 

California Language Base has 
established to smtain the development of a bilingual 
information u can serve as the foundation for a 
system designed to meet the information 
Spanish speaking population California 

To make information and services more 
available to Spanish the [)ata Base has 

bilingual 
r t repr~sel1ts ollly fully 

to provide bilingual Spanish-English, English
Spal1lsh subject access. 

All outgrowth 'ect created in 1 the Data 
Base h<15 acl~ieved major goals: 

J, Publication a two-volume Spanish 
Catalug ( i:'spai!ol, 1980), consisting 
title. and bilingual subject entries, for over 7,000 in 
the 'li'braries . Oakland, Al County, 
Al City, and Costa County in Californi~l. 

2, Publication a bilingual subject heading list and 
authority file, with over 6,000 entries, under the title, 
Cat,jj(l(J(1 'Espailol, Lista Bilillr,iie F:IICtlhczallliclltos Alateria 
(1980r ' 

(Research Libraries Information Network) 
for bilingual searches, subject headings 

10 

which lJII t is /lot to: 

1, dowlf!t'IItatio/1 
C (ll!l 111 it tel'; 

the activities tlJe Languagc Assessment 

2, /lli/nbcr Ll:'P students in the district, 

3. a description of 

if e:\:cwtions 
'/1' r('J 11) 1,": c., I, ) , 

LE'P students arc being 

bel'll applied illid granted, 

K-12; 

that the state is now under court order 
current and 

endorsem ell t (0 the T as k 
definitive action bv the 

will monitor (Ic~rcl()pments 

devised bv California 
Also an additional 6,000 
Base to RLIN and 
of ingual 

action in 

s 

The California Spanish Base in the future 
to other 'libraries 

bilingual access cataloging systems. It is currentlv 
providing this service for Lo\ A~ng~les Public Librarv an~l 
L15 Ang~lcs County Public Libra;·v. It' an c;nline 
Sp<lnish'-English' control \vhich will 

improving bilingual communication and acceSS 
to information for U.S. and Spanish American 
communities. 

For further information, contact: 

Joan 
~Admillistrator 

Spanish 
Data 

Alameda County Library 
3121 IY Ave. 
Havward, CA 94545 
(415) 881-6337 Ext. 251 

Executive Director: 
Roberto Cabcllo-Argandona 
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