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DeAndrea Byrd

IDRA Education Policy Fellow - Georgia

IDRA's ground-breaking program is changing policy advocacy because policymakers can make stronger education policy decisions by working
with advocates who are connected to impacted communities. Our Education Policy Fellows work with coalitions, students and families to craft
a community-centered education policy agenda and join a network of advocates and policy influencers focused on improving racial equity in
education policymaking spaces. The program's fourth cycle in Georgia and Texas operated from November 2024 through June 2025.

About DeAndrea

DeAndrea Byrd, an East Atlanta native, is an author, entrepreneur and
passionate advocate for educational reform. She has dedicated her
efforts to helping other parents navigate student discipline and special
education systems, including leading special education fellowships for
Atlanta Parents and lobbying in Washington, D.C., for parent and
education rights. An active member of the National Parent Union,
DeAndrea is committed to lifelong learning and advocacy, continually
striving to make a meaningful impact in her community.

Her advocacy journey began when her 4-year-old was diagnosed with
ADHD and a speech impediment, sparking her commitment to special
education. This personal experience laid the foundation for DeAndrea’s
work in helping families navigate IEPs, 504 plans, and school systems
that often fall short of meeting children’s unique needs. When her son
was unfairly suspended and expelled in high school, despite having a
504 plan, DeAndrea turned her fight for justice into a mission,
launching a campaign to hold schools accountable and reform harsh
disciplinary policies. She earned an associate’s degree in health
information administration at Georgia Perimeter College.

Now known as the “Mom Boss Activator,” DeAndrea leads empowering
workshops and provides resources to parents, ensuring that all children —
especially Black students - receive fair treatment and access to quality
education.

In addition, as the visionary behind Tutu Maniacs, a popular kids’ party
company and boutique, DeAndrea has spent the past decade bringing joy to
families and communities through curated events that celebrate creativity
and connection. She's also penned three inspiring books, including a
children’s book that has become a favorite among young readers.

Fellowship Products

Classnotes Podcast
e Where Power Lives and Who It Leaves Out — #249 (pub pending)
o Still We Show Up and Speak Out (pub pending)
o From Lived Experience to Policy Change (pub pending)
e The Work Ahead and the Hope That Fuels It (pub pending)

“My identity is my superpower... Being rooted in
my culture keeps me grounded. It makes me
remember where | come from and why I do this...

This fellowship taught me how to be strategic,
not just loud.”

Media Interview

Media feature story: New beginning for mom and son who
fought ‘unjust expulsion’ at Fulton County school, WBE PBS,
March 3, 2025

Community EngagementCommunity Engagement

Facilitated meetings for the Georgia Coalition for Education
Justice and helped lead a coalition teach-in.

IDRA Articles

Policy Whiplash in Georgia — The 2025 Session Delivered
Education Gains, Losses and Looming Threats, with
Terrence Wilson, J.D., Mikayla Arciaga, M.A.Ed., Isabelle
Philip & Makiah Lyons, J.D., IDRA Newsletter, June-July 2025
IDRA Equipped Georgia Advocates to Defend Public
Education, with Isabelle Philip, May 9, 2025

Spotlight: Coalition and Community Work in Georgia, May 9,
2025

Testimony

SB 54 Disproportionately Impacts Our Most Vulnerable
Students — IDRA Testimony Against Senate Bill 54,
Submitted to the Georgia Senate Education and Youth
Committee, March 5, 2025

SB 54 Disproportionately Impacts Our Most Vulnerable
Students — IDRA Testimony Against Senate Bill 54,
Submitted to the Georgia Senate Education and Youth
Committee, March 5, 2025
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Vivek Datla, MPA

IDRA Education Policy Fellow - Regional

IDRA’s ground-breaking program is changing policy advocacy because policymakers can make stronger education policy decisions by working
with advocates who are connected to impacted communities. Our Education Policy Fellows work with coalitions, students and families to craft
a community-centered education policy agenda and join a network of advocates and policy influencers focused on improving racial equity in
education policymaking spaces. The program's fourth cycle in Georgia and Texas operated from November 2024 through June 2025.

About Vivek

Vivek Datla was born and raised in Houston and has spent the last 12
years working and living in the Austin area. His work with public
schools began as a volunteer for the Houston Urban Debate League
while he earned his undergraduate degree. That initial experience
helping to promote academic opportunities for underserved students,
coupled with his earlier personal experiences as a struggling student
who was guided by caring teachers, inspired him to become a
classroom teacher.

After completing his undergraduate studies, he taught English in two
high school campuses in Pflugerville and also served as a 504
coordinator at a third high school in the Austin area.

Vivek's concern for the educational inequities he observed across
different schools, as well as for the health and experiences of his
students and fellow educators, led him to pursue a graduate degree in
public affairs at the University of Texas at Austin. While in school, his
work focused on better understanding how the education policy
concerns of teacher turnover and state takeover of school districts
specifically impact students, educators and families in high-poverty,
high-minority school districts.

As an IDRA Education Policy Fellow, Vivek learned how he can best use
his experiences and skills to support and empower students and
families who have been historically marginalized by inequitable school,
community and state structures.

Fellowship Products

Media Coverage

e Media interview: How Texas Is Transforming Education, by Khaleda
Rahman, Newsweek, June 16, 2025

¢ Media interview: San Antonio students, professors concerned about bill
targeting university degree programs, by Jose Arredondo, Spectrum
News 1, May 14, 2025

e SB 37: Hands Off Higher Ed Presser at the Capitol, convened by the
Texas Conference of the American Association of University
Professors, May 15, 2025

“IDRA taught me to always center students,

especially students of color, in any policy
conversation.”

IDRA Articles
o Legislature Dances the Texas Three-Step: Defund, Demonize,
Privatize Public Education, with Kaci Wright, M.Ed., IDRA
Newsletter, June-July 2025
e The U.S. Department of Education’s Role in Serving and
Protecting this Nation’s Students, IDRA Newsletter, March 2025

Podcast Episodes
e Where Power Lives and Who It Leaves Out — #249 (pub
pending)
o Still We Show Up and Speak Out (pub pending)
e From Lived Experience to Policy Change (pub pending)
e The Work Ahead and the Hope That Fuels It (pub pending)

Testimony

e SB 12 Undermines Schools’ Ability to Address Educational
Disparities — TLEEC Testimony Against SB 12, submitted to the
Texas House Committee on Public Education, May 13, 2025

e SB 37 Lowers Quality of Texas Higher Education — TLEEC
Testimony Against SB 37, submitted to the Texas House
Committee on Higher Education, May 6, 2025

e CSHB 232 Harms College Opportunities for Texas Students —
TLEEC Testimony Against CSHB 232, submitted to the Texas
House Committee on Higher Education, April 29, 2025

e SB 1798 Harms College Opportunities for Texas Students —
TLEEC Testimony Against Senate Bill 1798, submitted to the
Texas Senate K-16 Education Committee, April 22, 2025

e SB 37 Will Harm Students’ Development as Critical Thinkers —
TLEEC Testimony Against Senate Bill 37, submitted to the
Texas Senate K-16 Education Committee, March 20, 2025

e SB 1798 Harms College Opportunities for Texas Students —
TLEEC Testimony Against Senate Bill 1798, submitted to the
Texas Senate K-16 Education Committee, April 22, 2025
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Isabelle Philip

IDRA Education Policy Fellow - Policy Communications

IDRA's ground-breaking program is changing policy advocacy because policymakers can make stronger education policy decisions by
working with advocates who are connected to impacted communities. Our Education Policy Fellows work with coalitions, students and
families to craft a community-centered education policy agenda and join a network of advocates and policy influencers focused on
improving racial equity in education policymaking spaces. The program's fourth cycle in Georgia and Texas operated from November 2024

through June 2025.

About Isabelle

Isabelle Philip is an international affairs student at the University of
Georgia and a proud graduate of Georgia public schools currently
living in Atlanta. Having experienced an array of learning environments
at both Title I and well-funded schools, she learned firsthand the
importance of a strong, responsive and equipped public education
system to ensure every child’s success.

Isabelle began working in education advocacy during college through
the Georgia Youth Justice Coalition, where she eventually led the
group'’s narrative work. There, she trained young people in storytelling,
supported advocacy campaigns, created programming, managed
press relationships, and more. She developed a love for and
dedication to empowering young people to advocate for themselves
and their communities through the power of their voice.

At the University of Georgia, Isabelle participated in the PROPEL Rural
Scholars Program, where she developed a better understanding of the
socioeconomic systems in rural areas, enabling her to better advocate
for all Georgia students. Isabelle also participated in the Americans
United for Separation of Church and State’s Youth Organizing
Fellowship, where she built advocacy skills in coalition with young
people around the country. Her work emphasized the need to combat
any and all attempts to segregate, whitewash, and defund our public
schools rooted in white Christian nationalism.

As an IDRA education policy fellow, Isabelle worked at the intersection
of communications and policy to advocate for more just and equitable
education for every Georgian. She believes that every child deserves to
grow up fully supported by their local public school, that our schools
need adequate funds to support the whole child, and that a better
future is possible only if we work together to build it.

Fellowship Products

Community Engagement
o Facilitated meetings for the Georgia Coalition for Education Justice.
¢ Co-facilitated Civic Changemakers Cohort activities

“Our goal wasn't efficiency. Our goal was
making sure as many young Georgians as
possible could tell their stories.”

IDRA Newsletter Articles

e Civic Changemakers — Students and Advocates Join
Forces at the Georgia Capitol, IDRA Newsletter, June-July
2025

e Policy Whiplash in Georgia — The 2025 Session Delivered
Education Gains, Losses and Looming Threats, with
Terrence Wilson, J.D., Mikayla Arciaga, M.A.Ed., DeAndrea
Byrd & Makiah Lyons, J.D., IDRA Newsletter, June-July 2025

o Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Ban Defeated — For Now,
May 9, 2025

o Partners Pushed Against Key Bills Affecting Education and
Youth, May 9, 2025

o IDRA Equipped Georgia Advocates to Defend Public
Education, with DeAndrea Byrd, May 9, 2025

Classnotes Podcast
e Where Power Lives and Who It Leaves Out — #249 (pub
pending)
o Still We Show Up and Speak Out (pub pending)
e From Lived Experience to Policy Change (pub pending)
e The Work Ahead and the Hope That Fuels It (pub pending)

Policy Alerts
o IDRA Georgia Education Policy Alert #8: Perspectives on
the Georgia Legislative session, May 9, 2025
o IDRA Georgia Education Policy Alerts #1-7, February 5, 11,
20, 26; March 5, 12, 2025

Communication Tools
¢ Infographics: Georgia Zombie Bill Alert; Georgia Education
Bills to Sink; Georgia Education Bills to Sink
o Bill Analyses: SB 17; HB 133; Sine Die
¢ Social Media: Multiple reels, photo carousels and graphics
o Student Resources: Plans, fliers, bill trackers, etc.
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Kaci Wright, M.Ed.

IDRA Education Policy Fellow - Texas

IDRA's ground-breaking program is changing policy advocacy because policymakers can make stronger education policy decisions by working
with advocates who are connected to impacted communities. Our Education Policy Fellows work with coalitions, students and families to craft
a community-centered education policy agenda and join a network of advocates and policy influencers focused on improving racial equity in
education policymaking spaces. The program's fourth cycle in Georgia and Texas operated from November 2024 through June 2025.

About Kaci

“l know how this affects me. | know how this

Kaci Wright grew up in a family of educators and was inspired by her affects the students | taught... | definitely caught
parents, both first-generation college graduates, who taught her how the ledge bug. And I'm all in on this fight.”
powerful and transformational education is. Kaci was raised in Los
Angeles and San Antonio. It was during this time that she experienced
firsthand how vastly different public schools are resourced. Kaci IDRA Atrticles
graduated from The University of North Texas in 2022 with a degree in o Legislature Dances the Texas Three-Step: Defund, Demonize,
education, where she was heavily involved in student recruiting and Privatize Public Education, with Vivek Datla, MPA, IDRA
was the president of a women empowerment club. Newsletter, June-July 2025

) ) e The Ever-Present History of Violence in U.S. Schools — How State-
She taught fourth grade in Dallas and East Austin, where she Sanctioned Cruelty Persists through School Corporal Punishment
Implemented restorative justice initiatives on her campuses, ran . Policies, with Morgan Craven, J.D., IDRA Newsletter, Aprll 2025
student clubs, and ensured every.student felt empgwered tc_> learn in « The Power of Black Teachers, IDRA eNews, February 2025
her classroom. As a teacher, Kaci became heavily invested in i
advancing equitable policies for all students. Media .

¢ LUPE hosts conference to discuss school voucher programs, by

Kaci earned her master’s in 2025 from the University of Texas at Mia Morales, Valley Central, March 17, 2025
Austin, studying education policy and planning. Kaci spent this past e Community gathers at McAllen library for panel on school
summer interning with EdTrust, a non-profit advocating organization, in voucher bill, by Sarah Cervera, KRGV (ABC) Rio Grande Valley,
Washington, D.C., where she supported the development of an March 15, 2025
advocacy toolkit to help fight back against anti-DEI legislation e School Vouchers, Tower Talks | Diving Deep on the Stories of
nationwide, including Texas’s SB-17. Today, February 3, 2025

Kaci believes that all students, no matter their background, should have  Testimony
the opportunity to flourish in well-resourced and diverse public schools. o Zero Tolerance Discipline Has Not and Will Not Help Texas

Kaci's pO"Cy interests include diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, Students, Families or Teachers — IDRA Written Testimony Against
dismantling the school-to-prison pipeline, promoting teacher diversity HB 6, Texas Senate Committee on Education K-16, May 8, 2025
and retention, and school accountability structures. Outside of  Ethnic Studies is Beneficial and in High Demand for High School
education policy, her other interests include teaching chess to the youth, Students — IDRA Testimony for HB 178, Texas House Public
running in long-distance races, and traveling the world with her family. Education Committee, April 22, 2025
o o Teachers and Students Need More Support, Not Broader Removal
FG"OWShlp Products Permissions that Leave Behavior Unaddressed — IDRA Testimony
against SB 27, Texas Senate Committee on Education K-16, March
Classnotes Podcast 25,2025
e The Truth About Private School Vouchers — #248 e Education Saving Accounts Harm Efforts to Fully Fund Public
e Where Power Lives and Who It Leaves Out — #249 (pub pending) Schools — TLEEC Testimony Against House Bill 3, Texas House
o Still We Show Up and Speak Out (pub pending) Public Education Committee, March 11, 2025
e From Lived Experience to Policy Change (pub pending) ¢ Education Saving Accounts Harm Texas Students’ Access to an
e The Work Ahead and the Hope That Fuels It (pub pending) Equitable Education — TLEEC Testimony Against Senate Bill 2,

. Texas Senate Committee on K-16 Education, January 28, 2025
Community Engagement

o Facilitated meetings for the Texas Legislative Education Equity
Coalition
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