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60 Welcoming Immigrant

\M’ Students in School .0

Immigrant students are guaranteed access to free ‘ ‘
public education by the U.S. Constitution. A A

Certain procedures must be followed when registering undocumented immigrant children
(and those whose parents are undocumented) in school to avoid violation of their civil rights
as outlined in the Plyler v. Doe decision.
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Public schools cannot deny All children are required under 4 =15 €
admission to a student on the state laws to attend school until OE==0

basis of undocumented status. they reach a mandated age.

(X
Public schools cannot require
students or parents to disclose While the U.S. Department of
their immigration status. Homeland Security, on January

O 21, 2025, removed long-standing
restrictions on immigration
enforcement in “sensitive
locations,” including schools,
school personnel still have no

O legal obligation to enforce

Public schools cannot ask students
or parents questions intended to
expose their undocumented status.

Public schools cannot require immigration law.
social security numbers from
students or parents.

X

Public schools cannot demand that roviding anv outside agenc
parents produce driver’s licenses or P g any g y

other identification documents that fincludin.g ICE) with any
are not required. information from a child’s school

o file that would expose the
student’s undocumented status.

The Family Education Rights and
Privacy Act prohibits schools from

Public schools cannot engage in

any F_)raCtices that “chill” or hinder The only exceptions are if agents have a judicial warrant
the right of access to school. (signed by a judge) or an agency gets a court order
(subpoena) that parents can then challenge.

What schools can do...

& & v, &

&

Focus on Pro-actively Ensure teachers and staff ¥ Communicate Share information

teaching all show parents are properly trained about with parentsin  about resources for

students. tha-nt their pr<_>tecting the rights of their language. students, fa_milies _a\nd
children are children and on cultural educators (in English
welcome. competency. and other languages at

the school).

Review all of your enrollment and registration documents (including forms, websites, and
communications with parents) to be clear that the provision of the child’s social security
number, birth certificate, etc,, is voluntary, and that not providing such information will not bar a
child’s enrollment.

Adults without social security numbers who are applying for a free lunch and/or

Get more info and resources:
https://idra.news/IDRAigwWelcome
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