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Circumstances

Texas charter school districts miss the attrition jeaa
graduation mark according to TEA data i

In a supplemental analysis to IDRA’s annual attrition study of Texas traditional public school districts released in
May 2026, IDRA examined enrollment and graduation data from the Texas Education Agency and conducted an
attrition analysis of Texas charter school districts. Attrition rates are an indicator of a school’s holding power, the
ability to keep students enrolled and learning until they graduate. Attrition data do not indicate why students are no
longer enrolled in a Texas public high school (traditional or charter) or where they are. See IDRA's attrition studies
at: https://idra.news/AttritionStudy.

In Texas, charter school graduation rates are
much lower than traditional public districts
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Public Schools, 2023-24 Schools, 2020. (Latest data available. TEA tables no longer present charter school district data as a
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Data source: Texas Public School Attrition Study, 2024-25 — High School Attrition Rate Worsens with Biggest Jump in Four Decades. IDRA analysis, 2026.
The attrition analysis does not include military schools, state schools, disciplinary alternative education programs or juvenile justice alternative education programs.

State funding for charter schools
has grown dramatically

Texas traditional public schools ..Charter 155%
serve 5.5 million students, while school funding
charter schools serve only 422,930.... ' by the state
increased at a
much faster
rate than for
traditional
public schools
in the last
decade.

b
N
=
=
b
=
b

Rate of funding increase, 2015 to 2025
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Traditional School Districts Charter School Districts
Data Source: Texas Education Agency (August 2024). Enrollment in Texas Public

Schools 2023-24. Data source: Texas Education Agency (2024-25). School District State Aid

Reports: Statewide Summary of Finances (SOF) and Statewide Charter
School Summary of Finances.

Texas needs to let go of the claim that charter schools can “rescue”
students from their so-called failing neighborhood public schools.

Our families and communities don’t need “rescuing” by lottery.

They demand strong neighborhood public schools.

Texas charter school districts enroll a
higher proportion of students of color
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Total Black Latino White Asian
American
Numbers of 412,121 71,179 266,031 51,241 23,670

Students g 330,557 707,609 2,942,144 1,384,437 296,367
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Data Source: Texas Education Agency (August 2024). Enrollment in Texas Public Schools 2023-24.

Texas charter school districts enroll higher
proportions of economically disadvantaged
students and emergent bilingual students
than traditional public school districts.
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Students Served in a Students Receiving Students Served in a Economically
Gifted & Talented Special Education Bilingual or ESL Program Disadvantaged Students
Program Services
Numbers of 11,941 43,050 145,732 305,562
SIS 469,170 774,489 1,350,920 3,439,856
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Data Sources: Texas Education Agency (August 2024). Enrollment in Texas Public Schools 2023-24.
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