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Office of Federal Financial Management
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Submitted via regulations.gov

Re: OMB-2026-0034, Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance
To Whom it May Concern,

The Intercultural Development Research Association (IDRA) submits this comment to oppose the
proposed Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance. For more than five decades, IDRA has worked
with students, families, educators, institutions of higher education, policymakers, and community
organizations to strengthen K-12 public schools through research, technical assistance, policy
development, and student and educator leadership programs. Much of our work occurs in Texas, Georgia,
and across the U.S. South, where federal investments play a particularly important role in supporting
schools serving English learners, students from low-income families, students of color, and young people
from rural communities.

IDRA urges OMB to withdraw the proposed rule because it would reduce transparency, introduce
uncertainty into federal grantmaking, weaken evidence-based decision-making, and undermine
longstanding federal commitments to nondiscrimination and educational opportunity. This could prove
chaotic, confusing, and harmful to schools, organizations, and students and families across the country.

Federal financial assistance must remain faithful to its intended purpose.

Federal education grant programs exist because Congress recognized that financial support could provide
schools and communities with the resources needed to achieve meaningful educational opportunity for all
students. Rather than providing these students with the support they need, the proposed rule would permit
agencies to make, suspend, and terminate grant awards based on vague priorities and broad language that
encourages subjective and inconsistent decision-making. This would introduce significant uncertainty into
educational programs and initiatives that rely on federal funding to do important work. For example, grant
recipients could struggle to support and train bilingual educators, launch and sustain learning initiatives
for economically disadvantaged students, establish family engagement partnerships for English learners,
or implement long-term school improvement strategies.
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These critical initiatives, and the students they are designed to support, would be negatively impacted if
federal funding can be denied, withdrawn, or suspended because agency priorities have shifted, or if a
decision is made that suddenly characterizes those programs’ activities as “unlawful.” For example, the
proposed regulation prohibits unlawful “diversity, equity, and inclusion” activities but fails to clearly
define what that means, potentially punishing or chilling lawful and important initiatives that serve
diverse students and communities across the country.

The proposed rule would reduce transparency and confidence in the federal grantmaking process.

Equally concerning, the proposal diminishes the role of objective, apolitical review and technical
expertise in funding decisions. Federal grantmaking is strongest with rigorous peer review and transparent
evaluation processes that reward quality, innovation, and demonstrated need. These principles have
supported improvements in literacy, educator effectiveness, English learner education, school
improvement, and educational research for decades.

Grant applicants should compete based on the strength of their proposals, demonstrated community need,
and evidence of effectiveness—not on subjective assessments based on changing administrative priorities.
Transparent and predictable review processes encourage participation from a diverse range of
organizations, including community-based nonprofits, institutions of higher education, and local
educational agencies that possess deep knowledge of the students and communities they serve.

Stable federal investments are essential to educational opportunity.

Across Texas, Georgia, and the South, federal investments support educational opportunities that many
communities could not otherwise sustain. The South educates a large share of the nation’s English
learners and students living in poverty while continuing to experience persistent resource deficits. These
realities make stable federal grant support especially important.

Federal grants also support education research that helps policymakers and practitioners understand which
strategies improve student achievement, increase graduation rates, strengthen multilingual education, and
enhance family engagement. High-quality research often depends upon longitudinal data collection and
multi-year research studies and implementation. The possibility that projects may be terminated because
priorities change threatens not only individual studies, but the broader evidence base upon which sound
education policy and practice depends.

Likewise, technical assistance providers, institutions of higher education, and nonprofit organizations
frequently partner with schools over multiple years to support implementation of federal programs. These
partnerships require trust, continuity, and predictable funding. Increased uncertainty may discourage
organizations from pursuing federal opportunities altogether, ultimately reducing the capacity available to
schools and students.
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Conclusion

For decades, federal grants have helped expand educational opportunity and ensured the wellbeing of
millions of U.S. students. The proposed revisions would introduce uncertainty into federal grant making
and management, discourage long-term research and educational improvement efforts, and restrict and
chill lawful activities for the recipients doing important work to benefit young people across the country.

For these reasons, IDRA respectfully urges the OMB to withdraw the proposed rule.
Respectfully submitted,

IDRA
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